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Greetings! 
We're ever more enthused with the website. We not only posted 15 new articles this week with 80 new pictures but 
made 100+ links from them to what was already on the site. Then, we used the drift of those connections to help us 
revise our yet-to-be-posted list. 
We don't make those links lightly, or just for the sake of linking. When we find that we have helpful information 
already written, we link to tap into it rather than going over the same ground again. It lets us give you fairly brief 
articles that can answer even more questions if they arise. That's always been our aim, to connect to what we've 
already done but keep moving on to new things. 
 

Who are Janet & Steven?  
Entertaining answers at GardenAtoZ.com in About Us http://www.gardenatoz.com/about-us/ 
Please support this effort to help the gardening community grow 
Sponsor us, order our books, photos and other good stuff at the GardenAtoZ.com Market 
Where to see us: 
1/3/13 in Waterford, Michigan, Can't Judge a Plant by its Cover 
2/2/13 in Detroit, Organic Gardening 
2/5/13 in South Lyon, Michigan, Topic to be announced 
2/9/13 in Toledo, Ohio, Collectors' Gardens and Entry Garden Design 
2/16/13 in Chagrin Falls, Ohio, Entry Garden Design and Visualizing Landscape Changes 

Details at GardenAtoZ.com in About Us: Invite us to speak: Where we're appearing 
http://www.gardenatoz.com/about-us/invite-us-to-speak/where-we%27re-appearing/ 

Olive the cat won't like what happened 
to her jade tree. Page 5. 
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In the department, Main features 
New tree best barefoot: Little plants at its feet give it big competition 
 
We just got into a new home 
and I wanted people to notice 
my flowers. They have, but 
besides compliments I've gotten 
some warnings. Is it true that 
I'm hurting my trees by 
planting flowers around the 
trunks? - L.M. - 
 
If it's a young tree and you're 
planting right in or close around its 
root ball, that can't help and can hurt 
the tree. Its roots must grow new tips 
so the tree can establish itself, but 
competition from fast growing 
annuals right in that same space or 
grass at the outer edge of the root 
ball can slow or even prevent that. 
This applies to all tree species, even 
the "tough" ones. (A study by a tree 
planting specialist we greatly admire, 
Gary Watson of Morton Arboretum, 
measured the effect at a one-third loss or greater over 5 years. 
http://joa.isa-arbor.com/articles.asp?JournalID=1&VolumeID=15&IssueID=11) 
 
Clear and mulch around a new tree so it's at the center of a circle that's 
two feet in diameter for every one inch of trunk diameter. Keep that area 
plant-free. 
 
See our article Oaks got flare for tree planting step-by-step. 
http://www.gardenatoz.com/what%27s-up!/tip-cuttings/oaks-got-flare/ 

Let the bare circle grow 
Increase the size of the circle as the 
tree grows, to eliminate plants above 
the new roots at the edge of the root 
zone. Loosen the soil in that new outer 
ring.  
 
Expect the roots to extend themselves 
about twice as far as the branches if all 
grows well.  
 

Above: Newly planted trees of every 
size need space of their own to grow 
well, and time to become self 
sufficient before their roots must 
compete for water and nutrients. 
 
The soil around this tree is packed 
so hard that the roots could grow 
only in the thin layer of peat under 
the sod. That's a bad thing for many 
reasons but we were glad to see it 
as an illustration of how big the 
root zone is. What you see here is 
normal for the breadth of a tree's 
root zone. 
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No grass or flowers under a new tree 
If it's a species with sensitive roots (fleshy, easily broken roots that don't regenerate rapidly) such as magnolia, birch 
or dogwood, the stress of root disturbance is also a very big set-back. Planting annual flowers may seem to be very 
minor digging yet still can cause significant set back to the sensitive-root tree, even after it is well established. 
 
So don't plant into a new tree's root ball or into the space just outside the ball. The best plantspeople urge us to 
eliminate the lawn in that circle. (http://www.sustland.umn.edu/implement/trees_turf.html) Give the tree at least 
a year to solo in its space. 
 
Add groundcover later 
The bigger the new tree is to begin with, the longer its solo time must be. If its trunk is up to one inch in diameter, 
one year may be enough time to establish, which means to grow enough roots to support its top. A tree with a two-
inch trunk needs at least two years, a three inch tree three years, etc. 
 
After a tree's established but while you're still cheering it on, use minimal disturbance plants there. Choose 
groundcovers or long-lived perennials that don't have to be replanted every year and don't need frequent dividing. 
 
While we're on the topic, if you're shopping for a new tree, buy small. Read on for why it's the best return for your 
money and nets the lowest care tree. 

 
 

Why to start small with new tree 
 
Do you own our magazine, Trees? Some of our best work on tree planting is there. (We 
haven't posted its articles on www.GardenAtoZ.com * ...yet.**). Here's an eye-opener 
from its article Starting Small, about the time it takes a tree to become established. 
 
Tree growth related to planting size: David beats Goliath 
Consider a one-inch linden tree 7 feet tall and a four-inch linden tree 12 feet tall, both 
planted on the same site at the same time, planted carefully (as in Oaks got flare 
http://www.gardenatoz.com/what%27s-up!/tip-cuttings/oaks-got-flare/). Tend each 

one well until it's established#, watering it through those years to keep the root zone moist but not soggy.  
 
Here's how those two will increase in size: 
Today's 
size 

End of 
this year 

2nd year 3rd year 4th year 5th year 6th year 7th year 

1" dia. trunk 
7' tall 

7' tall 8' 9.5' 
estab'd.# 

11' 12.5' 14' 15.5' 

4" dia. 
trunk 12' 
tall 

12' 12.1' 12.2' 12.5' 13' 14' 15' estab'd.# 

 
The smaller tree: In one year the one-inch tree resumes near-normal branch growth and adds a foot to its height 
and canopy radius. After year two we can see it's going to continue at this pace, so we say it's established. 
 
The big guy: Looks impressive right away but labors that year just to keep a too-large top going with a too-small 
root system. It grows only about an inch. 
 
In 4 years, a matched set: After 4 years the smaller tree is just a bit shorter than the one that started larger. 
However, it probably looks bigger for being healthier and fuller. 
Meanwhile, the tree that was four inches in trunk diameter and 12' tall at planting has added only about six inches 
by the time it gets into its 4th year. It will not have an appreciable growth until that time. Then, it adds six inches in 
year four, and increases that rate to ten inches the next year. By the beginning of its seventh year it will be growing 
at one foot per year -- that's still at the lower end of its species norm. 
 
#A tree has established when it reaches and sustains its species normal growth rate. That means the gardener 
can at last put away the sprinkler that was until then dedicated to keeping its root zone moist. 
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A tree with a trunk one inch in diameter at six inches above the ground is called a "one inch caliper tree." This 
river birch was 2" caliper at planting. We're using the unwrapped burlap as a sling to lower it into its hole. For 
the complete planting process, see Oaks got flare (link on page 3). 
Its root ball looked big and certainly was a beast to move around but it contained only about 25% of the roots the 
tree had before it was dug for sale. It took a little more than 3 years for the tree to grow enough new root to fully 

support itself. Then it took off and began 
growing like a champ. At ten years, it had 
doubled in size.  

 
 
In 4 years, a matched set 
Both trees in page 3's chart begin their seventh year even up at 14' tall. However, the tree that was smaller to begin 
with gains ground for at least a few more years. It grows more each year than its partner because it is healthier, with 
a wider, more self-sufficient root system and more starch reserves stored away to help it through rough times. It 
was less stressed by its initial uprooting (when it was balled and burlapped or containerized for sale) and every year 
after was less prone than its partner to insect or disease damage. 

 
Plant sizes can be deceiving and the fastest growing species are 
often the biggest. So look into mature size and growth rate before 
you decide what to plant. The little river birch (Betula nigra) you 
see us planting above doubled in size in 10 years, will be as large 
as the tree at right after 15 years, and still be only half grown. It's 
is a much bigger tree than its little cousins, the paper birches. 
 
*Not posted yet: The articles in our magazine Trees are not yet 
converted and posted on GardenAtoZ.com. We have so much to 
post that we set to the end of the line those articles that are already 
available in other media. 
 
Sponsors enable us to do this work -- individuals, groups and 
business are all helping us in that way. 
 
**Please help! Sponsor us. (Link on page 1.) You can specify 
what article or topic you'd like developed or posted right away. 
It's simple to Sponsor us and even the smallest amount can support 
a new posting. Simply name the  topic you wish to see added or 
article expanded when you email your Sponsorship pledge. 
 
Or you can buy the magazine Trees. 
(http://www.gardenatoz.com/market/to-buy-right-now!/) We 
produced that and our other magazines to raise funds to start this 
site, and their sales continue to go into its development. 
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Two news items in This week in our gardens 
What we ourselves have been up to in our own and others' gardens. 

Jade's cold, and cut back: Recognizing cold damage 
We tend to press the limits and this year our jade trees suffered as a result. 
We left them out too long into the fall -- they were too cold for too long one 
night. The following morning we noted the leaves were dark and watery. 
Imagine lettuce gone old or impatiens thinned out after the first frost. That's 
what we saw. 
Here's what we learned, and why the page 1 tree now look like this. 
 
Tender impatiens teaches us the signs 
Below, right: Impatiens still might pass a cursory inspection after the first 
frost, ... but look closer and you'll see water-soaked dark spots on the leaves 
where cells iced and burst.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Below: After the second hit, so many leaves 
have been lost that you see a stemmy mass. 
Only the lower leaves that were protected by 
their fallen comrades, remain. 
 

 
 
Jade's tough but cold's tougher 
Jade can take more cold than an impatiens, but a 
limit's a limit. In this case, both our jades were 
under cover of the porch roof, one closer to the 
open air than the other. One looked like it would 
lose all its outer foliage but keep the interior and 
lower leaves. The plant more exposed to the 
night air, had damage on all its leaves. That 
meant its branches had taken a hit, too. 
 
It can be hard to tell right way when a jade's 
branches die. We just hoped the trunk hadn't 

been hurt. 
 
Symptoms are subtle at first 
Where's the picture of the jade's first morning of trouble? No use 

How much cold can a houseplant take? 
 
Growing Concerns 680 charts minimum 
temperatures for major indoor plants. 
Sponsor us -- link on page 1 -- and jump 
that issue to next in line to be posted. 
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taking one. In the overall, they still looked okay.  
What we saw was the off color of the foliage (left side 
cluster of leaves in the photo at right), and that they 
felt less firm. 
 
It would be days before they'd start to wither, a week 
before they'd be a pukey moist brown, and two weeks 
before they'd be dry enough to drop off. 
 
The plant that had a bit more shelter than its 
unfortunate buddy -- in fact, its companion's canopy 
had been part of its protection -- stayed that critical 
degree or two warmer. That was enough that many of 
its inner leaves survived where the tree's own outer 
layer of leaves trapped some warm air. 

 
 
 
Drastic measures: No saving that limb 
 
We cut them back -- this one severely. 
That was 4 weeks ago. We crossed our 
fingers. Both are now recovering. 
(Right.) 
 
Left: Here is what we mean about not 
being able to see the damage to jade 
branches right away. Look again at the 

photo from page 5. When we cut back, we were guessing 
how far the cold had penetrated the crown. Now it's clear 
that we missed one branch. There's a crease on the limb 
(arrow) that has no sprouts. That's developed as it's begun 
to pucker. It's drying, having been cut off internally. It 
would eventually wither away. We'll cut it back. 
 
It will be a year before the jades are back to cat-hosting 
status, though. Sorry, Olive! 
 
 

Cold kills holiday plants: Protecting 
that poinsettia-in-transit 
 
Be careful with indoor plants in drafts or where doors are 
propped open to frigid air. 
 
This care is critical when it comes to holiday plants such as poinsettia (Euphorbia pulcherrima) and amaryllis 
(Hippeastrum varieties), which must travel outdoors. 
Every year a lot of money is wasted because poinsettias become useless as decorations after their leaves turn black. 
The people involved may never know that it was that trip home from the store through cold air that killed the leaves 
or stems or both, because the symptoms don't show up for a day or two.  

Professor Linda Chalker-Scott of Washington State University co-produces an excellent science-based 
garden blog and podcast, including this episode with illustrations of cold damage to an Aglaonema/Chinese 
evergreen houseplant.  
https://sharepoint.cahnrs.wsu.edu/blogs/urbanhort/archive/2011/12/21/keeping-cozy-with-the-latest-podcast.aspx 
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Shame on retailers who let this happen. In the winter, indoor plants should be 
wrapped for the trip between store and car, car and home. If there's no 
wrapping going on, or plastic is being used as wrappers, say no thanks. If the 
staff is ignorant of the need to trap warm air around the plant, they are 
probably ignorant of its other needs and it's suffered while in stock. 
 
Count to five, poinsettia stays alive! 
You'll almost always receive better quality and care when buying plants from 
garden centers, as compared to department stores and grocers. Buy your plants 
there. 
Thanks to the staff at Ray Wiegand's Nursery in Macomb, Michigan, for this 
demonstration of proper wrapping using paper sleeves.  
1) Drop the plant into a paper sleeve. 
2)  If the plant is taller than the sleeve, double up the sleeve. 
3) Now pull the sleeve up around the plant -- the leaves will bend gently up and 
in. 

4) When there is enough paper above the plant to fold over (bottom right)… 
5) …close the sleeve and staple it.  
         Photos ©2012 Ray Wiegand's Nursery 
 
Other wrappings that work: Tightly closed cardboard boxes or Kraft paper bags 
(including grocery bags; cut the bottom out of the inner bag to double-sleeve, or 
invert bag 2 over the plant and tape the open tops together). 
Never use plastic, which has no insulating quality. It can trap some warm air 
but will transmit cold so that everywhere plastic touches foliage, leaves will be 
damaged. 
 
 

Green thumbs up and down 
This week both nod and "No!" go to Perennials that aren't 

Commendable to let 'em go: 

We don't want to sound like a broken record (is there a current, digital way to 
say that?) but we really wish more people would let plants grown as annuals die 
gracefully. Sure, some are perennial in climates more moderate than your own. 
They have the potential to survive winter and grow again next year if stored just 
so or grown in just the right way through the dark months. Yet it's so easy to get 
carried away, and alienate your family by stuffing every cold closet in the house 
full of stored roots or cut-back potted plants...  
 
(Okay, okay, if you must keep them, use the Search on GardenAtoZ.com with 
the plant name and the term overwinter (for instance, search Mandevilla 
overwinter or red fountain grass overwinter). You'll find help in What's Coming 
Up 7 and many other articles.) 
 

Aggravating to be fooled by 'em, such as in this case when 

confusion put the "argh" in Argyranthemum 
 
Last summer we bought some flowers and were told they were daisies. The tag called them 
Butterfly Argyranthemums and said perennial. I cannot find any other info on these flowers. 
 
I would like to know if they are annuals or perennials. If they are perennials we did something 
wrong because in spring the main stems were all dried up like a mum but they never came back, 
which is too bad because they bloomed beautifully all summer. We bought more. What should we 
do differently this year? Do they reseed themselves or sprout new foliage from the roots?  
- D.D., zone 5 or maybe 6 - 
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Argyranthemum frutescens exemplifies all the ways a plant can suffer an identity crisis. Commonly called Paris 
daisy or white marguerite, it's not French and not always white. A native of the Canary Islands off the coast of 
Spain, it may be white, pink or yellow. It has also been subject to several controversial changes in scientific name, 
which is why you may not find it in books and catalogs under "Argyranthemum" but under one of its former names, 
Chrysanthemum frutescens or Anthemis frutescens. 

 
Although it's weathered name changes and 
ambiguity, it can't weather a Michigan winter. It's a 
sun-lover and a cold-hater, perennial only in zone 9 
and warmer. Both plant and seed die at the first 
hard frost. To have its season-long bloom on sturdy 
stems in the Great Lakes, you'll have to buy new 
each year or haul the plant into a cool conservatory 
for the winter. 
 
 
Contradiction in terms: Tender Perennial 
 
A plant that lives for more than two years is a 
perennial, but not all perennials can tolerate cold. 
So a plant that's perennial in the subtropical zone 9 
or 10 may be unable to survive outdoors year-round 

in the U.S. Midwest, hardiness zone 4, 5 or 6.  Such a plant is generally grown as an annual in cold climates -- pulled 
out at year end or allowed to die -- or grown outdoors in summer then overwintered indoors as a pot plant or 
dormant root.  
 
So, there are plants that can be outdoor perennials in 
zone 9 Florida, zone 8 Gulf Coast States, the desert 
southwest or southern California that are "annuals" in 
the U.S. midwest, Northeast or Canada. Many are 
produced and distributed by national companies. If you 
bought the plant from a national chain with one-fits-all 
labels or a local garden center wasn't paying close 
attention when selecting labels, you might be misled. 
 
Perennial - NOT! 
Here are the tender perennials about which we most 
often hear, "Aw, you mean it won't come back?" 
Marguerite daisy (Argyranthemum) 
     (Blooming yellow, at right) 
Everblooming Hibiscus (H. rosa-sinensis varieties) 
Blue Salvia/mealycup sage (S. farinacea) 
Canna 
Yellow & red milkweed (Asclepias curassavica) 
Lantana/ham & eggs (Lantana hybrids) 
Red fountain grass (Pennisetum setaceum) 
     (Grass in the center back of the plants at right.) 
Pampas grass (Cortaderia selloana) 
 
If you've been fooled by others, or seen friends, fooled, 
post it where you find this list on the Forum. We'll 
compile the input and update this article's list. 
 
 

Definition of a perennial: A plant 
that, had it lived, would have come back year after year. - Anonymous - 
 



 

GardenAtoZ.com presents What's Up 192      .   
All text plus photos not credited otherwise ©2012 Janet Macunovich & Steven Nikkila info@GardenAtoZ.com 

page 9 

Just in from our Tip cuttings department 
Expanding on what's growing on most well in the Forum 

Love that lopper, and other best tools 
At the Forum we're discussing the best lopper for the less-than-lumberjack 
gardener. Our recommendation:  
 
Fiskars 15" titanium blade Power Gear lopper 
PLUS 
A 7" curved blade folding saw from Corona. 
 
For the reasons why, jump over to 
http://forum.gardenatoz.com/index.php?/topic/300-lopper-
recommendation/  
 While you're there, please share* with the rest of us what works for you.  
 
*(You must be a Member to post comments, start new topics or to request 
automatic notification every time a particular conversation advances. 
Membership is free and requires only a click in the top right corner of the 
screen "Become a Member," an email address and your choice of password. 
The last two are anti-SPAM, anti-hacker measures.) 
 
For more about tools 
Our standard kit of hand tools is itemized and described with sources, in 

What's Coming Up 34, pruning tools are listed in What's Coming Up 166 
and spade vs. shovel is explained in What's Coming Up 121. Select from 
hundreds of past issues by season or key word at 
http://www.gardenatoz.com/what%27s-up!/ensemble-weekly-editions/ 
 
 

New word from our Mentors 
We are never alone in the garden. The advice from parents, neighbors and other veteran 
gardeners grows on. 

Gift what you covet 
When Janet was 6 she was invited to a birthday party. She emptied her piggy bank and went to the store with her 
mother. She remembers this exchange: 
 
!"Oh, I really like this, can I have it?" 

!"Remember you're shopping for your friend. If you really want it, 
that makes it a really good gift for your friend." 
 

!She now calls it gifting what you covet, and the words still ring 
clear and true all these decades later. 

!That's the way it is with mentor stuff. That 
shopping trip of 50+ years ago played itself 
back as we did some looking around for gift ideas. 

Above: Long handled loppers 
are useful (upper arrow) but if 
you have just one pair we 
recommend the short handle 
gear-assist loppers from 
Fiskars (lower left, arrow). 

Left: Whatever you give, we know it will be better than the 
buy we made one year of "The tool for the gardener who 
has everything." We weren't acting on that salesperson's 
misguided advice; we bought it for a laugh. It has been 
that for a decade already. 
Do you suppose the producer really thought one could 
rake, level soil, pry out weeds and hoe, all with one tool? If 
so, s/he never ever hefted it because the thing weighs 
enough to bring battle axes and sledge hammers to mind! 
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Just a fun shop-around 
So here's our list and we hope it might save you some shopping time or at least be a fun look-see. Maybe this is the 
year we'll get or give something with the staying power of good Mentor advice.! 
 
We started shopping in standard mode, looking for practical gifts. 
!Gloves are always wearing out and good gloves are always a great gift. We both 
like the West County gloves and get good wear out of them. 
Many garden centers carry this brand. We've purchased them in cities all over 
Michigan, in Wisconsin, Illinois and Massachusetts. The price is usually about 
$20. If that sounds expensive, just consider what your hands are worth, and 
that good gloves like these will out last four or five cheaply made pairs. 
When we want thinner gloves for more sensitive work, we wear Atlas  nitrile-
coated gloves. (More on gloves in What's Coming Up 36, on GardenAtoZ.com.) 
Right: West County gloves at Pine Hill Garden Center in Traverse City. 

 
Hand warmers are great stocking stuffers. 
Disposable packets that slip inside gloves. Available 
at sporting goods stores, hardwares and even at 
drugstores for less than $1 each. 
 
We look for tools that do the job and last. 
Unfortunately, we see that there is still no single source. Our lists of tools and sources 
are in What's Coming Up 134 pages 13-16 (all tools), and What's Coming Up 166 pages 
4-5 (pruning tools). Both issues are 
posted on GardenAtoZ.com. 
 
We like this apron with deep, sturdy 
pockets, because pruning shears do 
chew up jeans pockets. This one we 
can see wearing its dirt well. Seen at 
Plymouth Nursery. 
 
Also, even the non-gardener has 
places for a beautiful pot.  

              Seen at Plymouth Nursery. 
 
Then we sidetracked into 
things for Gardeners of a 
Certain Age. 
Kids' tools have always brought out 
the "aw" in us, but now that we're 
grandparents, hoo boy, watch out! 
 
Left, Elizabeth Jane Nikkila, who 
has an opinion on everything. We 
should have taken her with us on 
this shopping trip! 
 
Right: Gorgeous! We'll take one of 
each, and maybe two of those 
delightful wheelbarrows. 
 
 
Every garden center has kids' stuff. 
But did you know that every garden 

center has management of that certain age who love to gift the little ones. So 
they know both garden and child and are very good at choosing what suits. 
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All of that put us in the mood for ornaments. 
Thinking about kids, we got to talking about the great mobiles 
we've seen, and it struck us that most gardens have tree 
branches, eaves and arbors begging for ornamentation, for 
looks and efficiency, too. (Storage experts say, "Anything on a 
floor is simply clutter. Hang it, shelve it!") Even if your garden's 
ground level is full, you can go up and find room for more 
ornaments. 
 
In your air garden, there is probably space enough for several 
complete collections of suspended spheres, iron butterflies…  

…lumieres... (Right: We love these lights, like 
Protea acting as wizard's wands.  At 
Gardenviews) 
…or chimes. In chimes, we love the extremes: 
Tiny, lightly trilling chimes and heavy, less 
frequently heard bells and gongs. Also the 
clack of wood. 

 
Then, 
there's 
statuary. 
Most 
gardens can 
absorb quite a lot of it, tucked into niches seen as you round a 
corner or stop at a bench. Although it's a gamble to choose 
sculpture/statuary for another person, we can play the odds by 
taking a camera to a shop that stocks many styles. (The 
Edwardian boy below is at Gardenviews.) We take photos, buy 
a gift certificate, and include in the envelope prints of the 
tempting things we saw, where. It can save the friend shopping 
time and/or be 
good for some 
laughs. 
 
 
Some of our 
favorite sculptures 
are birdbaths. We 
like art that also 
has function. 
 
 
 
 

 
Which made us look up and notice things for the birds. 
More to the point, four for the birds 
About 4 out of 10 people in North America feed birds. (The only hobby 
with more followers is... gardening!)  A good many of those people 
would probably echo the philosophy of our friend V.S.,  
 

Those feeders aren't really for the animals. 
They're for me. They're my entertainment! 
!So bird feeding supplies can be personal gifts. They're also universal 
enough that they can serve as contingency items on a gift list. If you 
come across a nifty bird feeder, bird house, seed mix or book, nab it! 
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• Feeders: Every bird feeding station needs to replace losses to squirrels or deer. 
• Bird books have wide appeal, too. Lately, young-uns have been surprising Santa 
Steve with requests for bird identification books. We hope that's the start of a trend. 
• Seed: There have been times when we had to choose between buying groceries and 
restocking the bird seed barrel, and we often chose the birds. We'd hesitate to reveal 

that goofy choice, except we think it's a 
pretty good bet you've been there, done 
that. 
 
So picking up a few bags of bird seed or a 
gift certificate at the local Wild Birds 
Unlimited or Feed Store (our local treasure 
is Uncle Luke's in Troy, MI) is a good hedge 
against the possibility that you'll discover 
you missed someone on your list, come the 
eleventh hour. 
 
 
Eventually we arrived at very special 
unique items that set a garden apart. 
A garden, a business, a home may become 
especially distinctive as "You know the one, 
with that big carved table..."  
 
 

Sherwood Forest table for 20 at Fleur 
Detroit 
 
We saw many such items, from an ent 
chair to a marvelous 48" wreath and a 
stone bridge. Although some were 
expensive, that wasn't always the case. 
They may simply require a temporal 

investment -- time in seeking them or adapting them.) 
 
Old windows follow that lead. They're available and in 
demand through garden decor companies but also found 
at flea markets and garage sales. When Forum 
Moderator, pro gardener Deb Hall came upon windows 
that had been stashed for many years in a garage, she 
relayed them to a friend likely to use them: Forum 
Moderator, garden designer Celia Ryker. 
 
Left: Use them she did. Hung on frames set into the 
border, they became a one of a kind garden room 
divider in her landscape 
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Items pictured in this article were spotted at: 
Fleur Detroit in Bloomfield Hills, MI http://fleurdetroit.com/portfolio-category/object/ 
Gardenviews in Northville, MI  http://www.metroalive.com/michigan/northville/gardenviews/ 
Pine Hill Nursery, Traverse City and Kewadin,  MI  http://www.pinehill-nursery.com/ 
Plymouth Nursery in Plymouth MI  http://plymouthnursery.net/ 
Uncle Luke's Feed Store, Troy, MI  http://www.unclelukes.com/ 
Wild Birds, Royal Oak, MI  http://royaloak.wbu.com/ 
 
 

Recently seen in the 45 mph garden 
What's catching drivers' eyes this week 

Grass skirt bests burlap, beats salt 
Burlap often dominates the 45 mph garden in 
late fall... 
...So sad to see a pretty scene spoiled by 
unnecessary screening. 
 
We disagree with this winter screen (right) because it's 
unnecessary work, an eyesore, and will not solve the 
problems at work in the bed. 
 
In this case, the tall perennial grasses (switch grass, 
Panicum virgatum) are themselves a very effective 
screen against salt and wind. 

This salt-catching fact was something of an accidental discovery, 
made when shrubs and trees along highway shoulders started 
showing less damage wherever ornamental grasses became part of 
the scene between cars and the woody verge. 
 
Road de-icing salt goes airborne from spinning car wheels-- it can 
spray 200 feet from 45mph tires. It's true it could coat, dehydrate 
and defoliate these spruces, but it won't because it is caught first in 
the blades of this switch grass. Cut that grass down in late winter, 
cart it away, and with it goes the salt that would have damaged the 
plants and the soil, too. 
 
Left: Switch grass (Panicum virgatum) is beautiful and a de-icing 
saltbuster, too. 
 
Screen raised because salt damage misunderstood? 
Maybe the reason the bed is burlapped is because someone has 
blamed road salt 
for current 
problems there. If 
that's the case, 
we're pretty sure 
the diagnosis is 
wrong. 
 

 
What we see behind the screen are salt-resistant junipers and 
blackeye Susan (Rudbeckia fulgida variety, at right, the middle 
area that's patchy-to-bare): 
 
• The Rudbeckia's suffering from leaf spot (more about this in 
What's Coming Up 51, page 2, GardenAtoZ.com).  
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• The spruces are weak, with scrawny top growth and dull bronze cast. They also have dieback. All three symptoms 
are almost certainly the result of having been planted too deep.  

 
Branches arising from the deep?! 
It's hard to help you see details among dead 
twigs cluttering the view, but those defoliated 
branches go into the soil before they join the 
trunk. Given that angle, we figure the root ball is 

probably at least 4 inches too low.  
Being buried in moist soil decayed the bark on the branches. 
Then, pathogens entered, killed the cambium and girdled 
those limbs. The same thing is happening to the trunk, which 
weakens everything above that point so the remaining limbs 
have off-color, undernourished, thinning foliage.  
 
When roots are set too deep 
Meanwhile, the roots are struggling because four inches of 
extra soil means more pressure and too little oxygen is 
available to them. Roots can't grow up to better conditions, 
only outward if conditions are good. Set too deep they 
deteriorate and die, starving foliage so it discolors and thins, 
and branches die. The tree hangs on, growing little if at all, 
until it has too little foliage left to sustain the woody parts. Then it dies. 
 
If the spruces were salt-burned there would be more damage on the top and side facing the road. The Rudbeckia 
would emerge and die, not grow, develop spots and turn black in summer 
 
 

We make up for a miss/crow about 
a hit in Aiming for Answers 
"What happened next" from past articles. 
Celebrating the hits, updating the misses. 

Hit: No-burn grapeholly 
 
Right: It's a shame to lose grapeholly foliage (Mahonia 
aquifolium) in the spring, when new growth is a 
luscious maroon. Yet it does happen where the plants 
are exposed to dry cold wind in the winter or late 
spring frosts catch the plant as it buds out. However, 
being nipped by the weather doesn't kill the plant. It 
does nix the bloom for that year, sometimes kills 
branch tips as well as leaves, and may stimulate even 
more suckering than usual, but new foliage emerges 
later. 
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Last year I wrote to ask you if I could cover my Oregon grape with leaves all winter to prevent 
frostbite. It's an infant plant, only about 18 inches high, so it wasn't hard to do. And I'm pleased to 
report that it worked perfectly. If I hadn't gotten a bit ahead of myself and uncovered it just before 
the last extreme cold snap of spring, it wouldn't have lost even one leaf. As it is, the damage is 
limited. Finally the poor thing has an 
opportunity to grow more in a year than it loses! - N.P. - 
 
We're glad to have helped. 
Oregon grapeholly (Mahonia aquifolium) is hardy to zone 5. In some winters in that cold, it may defoliate but will 
develop replacement foliage.  
 
Note: Because N.P. is growing the dwarf grapeholly (M. aquifolium 'Compactum') which is only a few feet tall, it's 
possible to cover a significant portion of its wood and leaves with an airy mulch such as fallen leaves, or site it where 
snow will do that job. There, the plant may do well even in zone 4. 
 
Meanwhile, its big brother, the species Mahonia aquifolium (see it in What's Coming Up 106 on GardenAtoZ.com), 
is an excellent, shade tolerant, evergreen hedge 6 - 8 feet tall, but not a great candidate for covering. 
 
 

New in the Stumper department 
Laughing together to salve problems that have no solution 

Holiday greens ideas 
Some questions have no answer other than a sigh of commiseration 
 

Why, oh why do we forget every year to 
delay pruning our evergreens until late 
fall? If we had all those boxwood, spruce 
and pine clippings now it would be a 
snap to copy some of the nifty ideas we 
see while we're doing our holiday 
shopping.  
 
Urn that earns attention 
Here's a simple and classy composition in the city of Northville, 
Michigan. Every bit of the contents home-growable to zone 4, save 
one silk poinsettia. There is winterberry (Ilex verticillata) and 
balsam fir (Abies spp.), plus: 
 
Redtwig dogwood (Cornus sericea), which can be cut to the 
ground every year. Perhaps best to cut it in early spring but at least 
1/3 the canes can harvested in fall from a well sited plant without 
noticeable effect. (Visit our Forum for a discussion of cut back 
timing; check the Shrubs folder and look for Cut back 
Caryopteris.) The straight red stems that center this arrangement 
grew this tall in just one growing season. 
 
Golden willow (Salix alba vitellina 'Britzensis'). A tree that can be 
coppiced regularly for canes like this. In a home landscape, best to 

cut it annually or it will go out of control. One year's growth of coppice wood can be 10'. 
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 Alternatively: Low and easy 
Make a nest of fir, some pine boughs and a few central, short, 
branched redtwig dogwood twigs. Hang colorful Christmas 
ornaments on the twigs.  
 
Announcing you're a gardener 
Force florist roses in warm water and sun so they open wide. Thread 
them into place on a wreath and hang it where it will stay cold. The 
roses can last for weeks. As an alternative, use silk roses. 
 
Tall and stately 
Left: White birch or poplar branches hung with boxwood balls, and 
fir at their feet. As seen at Fleur Detroit in Pontiac, MI. 
 

 

More new stuff this week: 17 new topics in 
the Ensemble Weekly Editions 
We move recent news into the Ensemble as the seasons change. We 
also add to this season-based library from our own archives. This 
week, we've posted these issues and articles: 

 
Growing Concerns 640 with 11 articles on topics from 

storing tender plants to late fall lawn care, root pruning and holiday 
lights. Read it at: 
http://www.gardenatoz.com/what%27s-up!/ensemble-weekly-editions/summer/what%27s-up-106-tomato,-hedge,-shade,-weed,-late-bloom/  

The articles in this issue were Sponsored by 

Readers and education-minded businesses, 
including: 
Burdette Chapman 
Fleur Detroit, Bloomfield Hills, MI 
Plymouth Nursery, Plymouth, MI 
Ray Wiegand's Nursery, Macomb, MI 
Shades of Green Nursery, Rochester Hills 
Cathy Warnick 
 

You, too, can be a Sponsor.  
We do need your help to keep up these publications and website. It's simple to Sponsor: Go to our Market Sponsor 
page (http://gardenatoz.com/market/become-a-gardenatoz-sponsor/)  

To Sponsor: Fill out the email form on our Market Sponsor page for the amount you can contribute and if you 
have a message or photo to post with your Sponsorship listing. Or, simply send us an email to say you wish to 
Sponsor and we'll contact you for the information we need. Either way, we send you a bill for your selected amount, 
after we post your Sponsorship. (http://gardenatoz.com/market/become-a-gardenatoz-sponsor/) 
 
To enjoy other Sponsor-recommended articles, browse that Sponsor section of our Market or click on any Sponsor 
seal on our news pages to reach Sponsor lists that let you jump directly from the name of the person who endorsed 
it, or choose recommended articles by topic. 

 
 


