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What's Coming Up: 
Janet Macunovich and Steven Nikkila answer your growing concerns 
Issue #142, April 27, 2011 
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When tulips come up but let you down 
 
Last fall I planted 50 tulips. This spring some of them came 
out beautiful but a lot of them had large leaves  
but no flower. Why? - A.B. - 
 
 
An embryonic flower is part of every sizable tulip bulb, but it's 
only a germ. It may abort if conditions aren't right. In adversity, 
the bloom is probably the first thing to go since perennials don't 
have to flower to survive. All they need is photosynthesis -- 
foliage! -- and they will have another chance to bloom next year. 

Tulipa pulchella in our garden, tiny but colorful for 15 

years and counting. More about species tulips on page #. 

Daffodils are like 
tulips... 
...in at least one way:  
By fall the bulb contains 
the beginning of a flower 
yet that flower can be lost 
to unfavorable conditions 
just like the tulips 
described here. 
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It's likely your tulips ran into trouble before they broke the surface, during the growing they do 
while out of sight. 
 
Normally, they develop roots from September to March, pausing only while the ground is 
frozen. Once the soil begins to warm in early spring, they switch gears and push up top growth. 
 
If the soil was too dry, too wet, too tightly compacted, or the bulb warmed too early (which can 
happen simply on account of weather but is most likely if bulbs are planted shallow instead of 
deep), too few roots may have formed to support a complete plant. Bulbs planted very late -- in 
a winter thaw after being forgotten since fall, for instance -- may have had too little rooting time 
before responding to Nature's the "sprout now" signal in spring. Those plants would sacrifice 
their flower in favor of leaves. 
 
Look and probe the ground for a pattern to the failures -- perhaps soil around and under the 
non-bloomers is drier or more hard packed than what surrounds the others. 
 
Another reason a bulb might abort an embryonic flower is if water or nutrients fail after top 
growth begins. Of those two, water is most important. Plants can absorb nutrients only in 
solution, so plants suffer not only drought but starvation in dry soil. Most plants in the open 
receive water a-plenty in normal spring rain but bulbs under an overhanging eave or other 
weather-blocker can miss out. 
 
If moisture was adequate, see if nutrients were lacking and what fertilizer might correct the 
situation by doing a soil test through the Extension or a soil testing lab. Find an Extension 
phone number under county government in the telephone directory; ask if your Extension sells 
soil testing services, or can refer you to a lab. (Much more on 
soil testing in issues #30 & #34.) 
 
Given perfect growing conditions, the tulips may recover. If 
the soil around them is loose, fertile and well drained, if the 
leaves receive full sun until late June when they fade away, 
if the soil around the bulb stays warm and dry while it rests 
between June and September, if soil moisture is adequate 
during fall and spring, the bulbs may give you flowers next 
year. If you suspect conditions are not right, pull the bulbs 
now while you know where they are. Improve the 
conditions or pick another site to replant. 
 
 

The big gang theory of tulips 

 
I took a walk with my granddaughter and she was asking 
me the name of this flower and that in neighbors' yards 
we passed. Such fun! But then she asked what some were 
that were just getting flower buds. I said "Tulip" but 
thought that can't be right because the tulips at my 
house are already blooming. What could look like a tulip 
but not be? - D.S. - 

Tarda tulip (Tulipa daysystemon) has the 

stature and bloom time of hybrid Crocus. 
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Trust your instinct because it was almost certainly a tulip. There are many species of tulips as 
well as hybrids between species, "early" types that bloom a month before the "late" ones, and 
lots of mid-season types. You might this mix of tulips in a garden, blooming in waves over 
about six weeks, group #1 earliest and #5 latest, with some overlap: 
 

1) Groundcover-like tarda tulip (Tulipa daysystemon) and multi-flowered T. turkestanica 
blooming along with the red maples (Acer rubrum) 

2) Water lily tulips (T. kaufmanniana) blooming with T. fosteriana, T. humilis and Forsythia 
3) Greigii tulip (T. greigii) and T. pulchella with flowering cherry trees 
4) Darwin hybrids, and rock tulip T. batalini with redbud trees (Cercis canadensis) 
5) Parrot-, lily-flowered, fringed-  and "broken" Rembrandt tulips with common lilacs 

(Syringa vulgaris) and crabapples 
 
To learn more about species tulips and to choose some to bloom earlier or later than those you 
already have, check a catalog from a company with a wide selection, bloom time information 
and the plant scientific name for species tulips. (Pretty much no one uses scientific names for the 
standard hybrids, which have been being crossed for well over a thousand years. Every one 
probably has genes from numerous species.) We've long relied on Brent and Becky's Bulbs, John 
Scheepers Bulbs, organizations such as the Pacific Bulb Society, and that great resource for 
locating plant suppliers, the University of Minnesota's Andersen Horticultural library plant 
finder. 
www.brentandbeckysbulbs.com 

www.johnscheepers.com/catview.cgi?_fn=Product&_category=Tulips:Species 

www.pacificbulbsociety.org 

http://plantinfo.umn.edu/ 

 
 

Easiest to see Japanese 
maple's bones now,  
or from summer's 
underside 

 
I have a weeping Japanese 
maple that is seven years 
old. It is extremely weepy 
and many of the branches 
are laying on the ground. 
Can I prune off the bottom 
branches? 
 
Also, should this specimen be 
pruned to thin out crossing branches, etc.? Can I do this now before the leaves come out 
while I can still see the shape? - D.F. - 
 
 
Pruning is a craft limited only by our imagination. Flowering dogwoods can be pruned into 
lollipops, Scots pines sculpted into umbrellas, and yew carved to create a whole zoo. Japanese 
maples are equally amenable to shaping. 

Japanese maple: Just bare bones 

in early spring or a winter thaw, 

but that framework is still visible 

in July if you prune from below. 
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You can prune before bud break 
but at that time maples " bleed." 
Although sap flowing from cuts 
probably doesn't do serious 
damage to these trees -- consider 
all those sugar maples tapped for 
syrup -- it can be unsightly and 
make the pruning job messy. We 
usually shape Japanese maples 
when sap flow is minimal after 
mid- July or during a late winter 
thaw. 
 
The tree's framework is easier to 
see before leaves emerge, but it's 
visible in July, too if you sit under 
the tree. That's where Janet goes 
to prune in July, removing first 
the dead wood and crossing 
branches, then thinning and 
shortening limbs that spread too 
wide or hang too low. 
 
What a difference an hour makes. Here's a 

tree before and immediately after our 

August pruning that reduced its spread (note 

the feathery bulge over the brick walk, 

upper photo) and removed some crossing 

branches. What was left looked pleasing 

even "naked" the next spring (as shown on 

page 3). 
 

 

Aiming for Answers:  
Hit or Miss?  
Tying grass is a hit. 
 
There are no sure bets in dealing 
with living things, but every situation we face helps us learn more possibilities -- especially 
when we share with each other what we've observed. So we're always glad to hear whether you 
used our suggestions, and what happened next. 
 
Issue #141 included reader L.G.'s advice for cutting grasses. M.N. says that's a hit, and gives a 
nod to an older item cautioning against burning grasses near vinyl siding: 
 
I watched my neighbor struggle to cut back his Miscanthus Saturday. If only he had tied it 
up first he could have had it done in half the time! The past couple of years I have been 
burning the nubs, but then again it's not growing next to a building. 
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Tip cuttings: Growing on from what people are saying this week 

 
So much goes on in email exchanges 
between newsletters! We wish we could 
include it all. Excerpts: 
 

Plant sitter run ragged by 
greenhouse pests 
(J's been dealing with pest outbreaks in 
plants she's tending for the winter. For 
white fly we advised isolating and 
treating the worst plants in clear plastic 
bags. Next came a mite outbreak and 
now, mealybug or scale creating sticky 
residue. This week: 
  
...You might say this is a sticky 
situation. ...trying to maintain sanity... 
the owners of these plants will be 
home by June. - J - 
 
This all goes back to when the worried 
owner over-watered before leaving 
(people don't realize plants can't take 
up "extra" but it will rot roots). ...you 
are attuned to plant health and maybe 
less tolerant of pests... your friend is 
going to return to a healthier collection. 
Hang in there for the day you can set 
those plants in a shady place outdoors. 
Real light and air movement will do 
wonders for them. 
 
 
Growing organic, learning to 
raise vegetables 
I asked where to find information 
about growing vegetables 
organically and you steered me to 
the Rodale Institute. I clicked on the 
newsletter section of 
www.rodaleinstitute.org and found 
articles like Organic Gardening 101 
that have been a great help. Thanks! 
- B.H. - 
 

For fast, brief surfs, be forum our website! 
 
These tip cuttings (pages 5 - 10) are just some of what 
goes on between-the-issues. We once made this banter 
and research available to everyone and are about to do so 
again on a website with a free forum and  a 
comprehensive, searchable library of our writing.  
 
When we were senior instructors in charge of the 
Michigan School of Gardening, we managed its on-line 
forum. Every topic we handled was available to all users 
there. We and the school's other instructors used our 
gardening expertise plus tools built into the website to be 
sure that every post was accurate, or appropriately 
qualified and explained. We're very glad to hear from 
you that you support reviving that forum. (More on page 
20 at the near-blue coneflower.) 
 
What we've been doing in our newsletters and emails all 
these years has been in large part a labor of love. Lately 
we've added our dollars and your contributions to fund 
the programming and launch of a secure, easy, fully 
searchable, illustrated forum.  
 
Donations gladly accepted! $20 is great but every 
dollar helps. Send a check to Janet Macunovich at 
120 Lorberta, Waterford, MI 48328-3041. 
 
We intend to keep both website and this newsletter 
free and without strings, ads or Spam. Your 
donations are helping to make it happen. 

On our new forum as the 

old: Take an interest in any 

item such as this Bulbs 

report and you can elect to 

be emailed whenever new 

info is added to the string. 
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Hairy development as Euonymus scales a wall 
...I might have ...mites on my climbing Euonymus Vine which 

was planted 2 years ago. I have lots of bearded growth on the stems at the base of the 
plant (like the Carypoteris photo in issue #141)... 
 
Last fall the Euonymous had some tall stems... I cut them down because they showed signs 
of scale. ...now have a small shrub which I sprayed 10 days ago with dormant oil so that I 
could keep ahead of the scale. If I cut out all of the stems which (are hairy and may be 
mite infested), I will be down to the base of the plant. Can the roots survive and send up 
new growth if it's sheared to its base? -S.G. - 
 

 

Probably no need for alarm. Euonymus fortunei ...common evergreen groundcover/vine, 
normally grows brown aerial roots... quite hairy. It's not known to be prone to eriophyid mite 
infestation... ...pest problems (can) resemble normal plant growth gone berserk... pests' feeding 
overstimulate the plant's normal growth processes. Euonymus featured in issue #141 not for 
mite trouble but for the galls it develops from a bacterial infection. 
 
Euonymus is also susceptible to scale and your course of action is sound. Don't cut more, yet... 
see how the oil works; you may have to re-apply it since this spring is so slow it may have 
evaporated before scale hatch, which happens as new leaf growth begins. If you do ever cut it to 
stubs it can regenerate from bare wood so long as it was healthy enough the previous year to 
have stored some starch. 
 
 
Most vegetable seeds want warm soil 
Can I plant vegetable seeds in my raised bed in Rochester, 
MI yet? I'm a beginner! - C - 
 
You can if the soil is warm. Some raised beds have drained 
and warmed... especially if they catch more direct spring sun 
because they slope to the south... Best test is to put your bare 
hand into the soil and if it feels cold, hold off on the seeds unless they are cool season plants 
such as peas, lettuce, or broccoli. Even these seeds will wait to 
germinate but at least the seed itself won't rot and die. 
 
...don't rush warm-loving plants into the ground, even as 
seed. Tomatoes, squash, pepper, melon, squash... wait until 
June to plant them and still have a  
great crop... 
 
Our spring's late this year... But now that 
days are long and the sun's high above 
the horizon the soil will heat up really 
rapidly once we get a couple of warm 
sunny days! 
 

Tip cuttings: Continued 

Raised even a little, with wind baffled 

even a touch by a twig screen, the soil 

in a bed will warm more quickly than 

what's at grade. 

...settlers soon learned to take some precautions 

before planting their vegetables. Maize and 

pumpkin seeds were soaked in water... then 

blackened with tar before planting -- the most 

effective way to deter rats, mice and birds.  
- Bee Dawson - 

in A History of Gardening in New Zealand 
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Where to grow, Toronto? 
...going to Toronto for a food convention in May.  The 

perfect time to include at least one garden tour. Where would you suggest...? We will be 
taking the train there and depending on public transportation. - S.W. - 
 

...we hear St. James Park by the cathedral (King Street and Jarvis) is nice, thanks to the Toronto 
Garden Society. We've enjoyed Allan Gardens & Conservatory (Gerrard and Jarvis)... each 
within 10 blocks of the theater district. .(...we counted from Maple Leaf Gardens... hockey 
gardens! ...family there, we've been ...walking and shooting neighborhood plantings.) 
 
We'll ask our Toronto area readers: What do you suggest? 
 
 
Commercial care relies on calendar, can lack needed flexibility 
... a landscape care company that treats my neighbor's yard... over an acre... 
more than 25 trees. Last fall they came out in October to put down the last 
application of fertilizer onto their lawn which was still covered in several 
inches of leaves! Their serviceman was unloading equipment off the truck and 
my neighbor had to come out and stop him... 
 
I don't treat our lawn because the assorted wildlife much prefer a weedy 
yard with plenty of dandelions and clover to eat, bunnies are more likely to 
leave your good plants alone.... A couple of years ago I tried corn gluten as a 
pre-emergent, the geese loved it!... - M.N. - 
 
 
...can't imagine being a company that has to juggle the needs of 100 yards. They can schedule 
by calendar but what to do in a slow spring, for instance, when weather delays both plant- and 
insect development? ...still must keep employees busy... ...even worse when spring suddenly 
comes all at once in one week instead of six, can't possibly do all that correct pest management 
requires in so any places... but where would we be if we didn't have them to call on to treat trees 
using high-power equipment? 
 
Geese, corn, well shoot, of course! And we'll pass that on about the bunnies and clover as we 
have heard it numerous times from credible observers. ...both rabbits and groundhogs tended to 
focus on Dutch white clover if it was available, in lawn areas not beds. Dutch white clover once 
standard in grass seed mixes until advent of chemical maintenance tools. 
 
 
Wishing this goose was cooked? 
... As if the 13 deer in the yard weren't enough, a couple Canada geese have taken up 
residence. I've never seen them in our yard before. They've only been here a couple days 
and there's already a ton of goose poop!!! Is there anything I can do to persuade them to 
find a new home? - C - 
 
Geese tend to hang out where there are large open areas of lawn ...adjacent to water... a beach 
they can stroll easily. Breaking a lawn up into shrubbery-occupied, tangle-footed groundcovers 

Tip cuttings: Continued 

We're not dis-

ing arborists! 

We respect 

and rely on 

Jim Felgenauer, 

Mike Barger, 

Deb Hall, Dan 

Veresh and 

many others 

who steer us 

through tough 

tree times. 

Our aim is to 

help you find 

the right 

arborist. For 

more, page 9. 
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and wooded areas makes a difference, as does "cluttering" a 
shoreline with low woody stuff, letting cattails grow tall. (All 

those things also filter water on its way to a lake and are in "Landscaping for Water Quality" 
books and bulletins...)  Some people who can't give up their beach-y shoreline find low fishing-
line fences help... trip wires... stakes strung with fishing line about 8 inches above ground. 
...there are goose dogs, popular now on golf courses and effective in keeping geese chased into 
the water. A resident pair of swans is very effective... any male swan worth his salt won't 
tolerate geese in his territory. 
A male swan (cob) is fiercely territorial. This 

one has declared this stretch of canal "his." No 

geese are allowed. 
 
One email generates 3 issues:  
mite-y delphinium...  
Hi Janet & Steven, 
Thanks for the focus (in issue #141) 
on eriophyid mites in Caryopteris. 
Last year we had trouble 
diagnosing a problem with 
delphinium... we gave a sample to 
the Michigan State University 
Extension lab which came back 
with the helpful and specific ID: eriophyid mites! ...so now we know to be super careful and 
watchful there too. 
 
To clarify re eriophyid mites, there are probably more of them not even described than any other 
arthropod -- even more of them than unnamed BEETLES?! Each species of mite to its own plant species 
or couple of closely related species. So the mites on that Delphinium were probably not the same as those 
on the Caryopteris (blue mist spirea); you probably did not spread them. Just to be clear.  

 
 
...direction for the website forum 
Like the safety glasses, my pruning gloves + gauntlets are often left behind in the truck... 
In our own gardens at home or at work, that has to stop. As someone who has extracted 
hawthorns from her scalp... been treated for potential rose gardener’s disease 
(sporotrichosis)... and currently has rose-rash and barberry thorn splinters once again, I 
definitely need to abide by a few New-Garden-Year resolutions! ...will you consider having a 
gardeners’ health & safety segment/forum on the website? 
Linda Sullivan, Homewood Gardens LLC, (734) 634-1385 
 
 
Great point, Linda. We'll include safety/health in the forum. 

 
...and clean tools. 
...(we're pro gardeners, too and have) tried all kinds of ways of keeping cutting tools 
constantly clean – and found it is equally difficult to REMEMBER always to tote the chosen 

Tip cuttings: Continued 
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 item(s) as essential kit. Now I am sold on keeping a pack 
or a tub of Clorox wipes in the bucket.  More expensive 

than a basic container of 10% bleach... but they are easier…  
 
So right, that we should take care to be clean cutters. We carry 10% bleach in a spray bottle in our tool 
bucket, but find the spray bottle runs afoul of sharp blades and empties itself! 
 

I picked up Clorox disinfectant wipes today and… they are now “bleach-free”! The 
disinfecting ingredients... Isopropyl alcohol... ...back to the drawing board...? 
 
...need to chase down recommendations for disinfecting agents for various commonly-spread diseases... 
black knot, verticillium, agrobacterium and cytospora. Are they killed by alcohol...? 
 

OK… (I researched those) and perhaps we're okay… these all refer specifically to using 
“alcohol or 10% bleach”: 
 

For cytospora canker on spruce: 
http://extension.missouri.edu/extensioninfonet/article.asp?id=1712 
 

For agrobacterium gall on lots of plants such as evergreen Euonymus: 
http://urbanext.illinois.edu/hortanswers/detailproblem.cfm?PathogenID=23 
 

For verticillium wilt on lots of plants such as tomato and maple: 
http://learningstore.uwex.edu/assets/pdfs/A2537.pdf 
 

For black knot canker on cherry and its relatives: 
http://www.caes.uga.edu/extension/cobb/anr/Documents/blackknot.pdf 
- Linda - 

 
All right, Linda - alcohol it is! Write back and "Ask us" stuff any time! 
 
 

Considering an arborist's plant health care package 
This week we've been emailing with L. from PA as she reconsiders the 
landscape care program her arborist developed and implemented last year. 
Our discussion's ranged wide! These important points apply to anyone in 
L's position. 
 
Look for and ask about these things.  
• Ask about and require answers for one type of plant at a time.  
• What is the name of the pest you prescribe treating on (name of specific plant)? 
• What signs did you see of its presence? 
• How much damage is there? Will it become worse if untreated? Does it affect other plants? 
• How will you know when to apply (name of pesticide included in proposal)?  
• What effect is there if the weather is bad or unusual, like when spring is late or summer dry? 
• What alternative strategies do you offer? 
• How will we know that what you do for me/my plants is making a difference? 

Tip cuttings: Continued 

Looking for back 
issues? 
Maybe we mention it, or 
you're directed to it when 

you use the index we send 
to all readers each winter. If 
you've lost one, or weren't 
on board 'back when', you 
can: 

1) Send us an email. We 
can often re-send an 
issue or two. (Our 

response time varies; 
be patient with us.) Or, 

2) Ask a friend who also 
reads What's Coming 

Up to relay a copy. Or, 
3) Order our CDs. (Page 

22)  Or, 
4) Donate to help us get 

our website up where 
all back issues will be 
available at a click. 
$20 is great but even 
$1 helps! Send checks 
payable to Janet 
Macunovich to 120 
Lorberta, Waterford, 
MI 48328. 
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Be skeptical of the tree care proposal if: 

• Your plant care person cannot name specific pests and explain how each was detected. 
• Plants or pests on the proposal are lumped together without specific names ("trees and 

shrubs" being treated for "chewing insects" or "leaf spots" is no good). 
• Pests are credited with affecting many plants (most pests have pretty narrow host plant lists). 
• Plants are being treated "just in case." 
• No alternative strategies are offered (there are always options). 
• The program does not include post-treatment assessment of effectiveness. 
 
Keep in mind that: 
• In most cases plant health is improved and pest problems decline because of soil aeration, 

improved watering, fertilizing with slow release organic materials and steps taken to 
improve lighting or switch to better-suited plants. 

• The results of basic changes as above are almost always equal or better than the results of 
pesticide application.  

• The best tree- and shrub care companies offer plant health options including specific 
recommendations for such cultural changes. 

• Because timing of a pesticide application is one of the critical factors in its success and timing 
is geared to plant growth phase, the gardener in residence is almost always in the best 
position to determine when a needed pesticide should be applied. That gardener simply 
needs a landscape care professional willing to advise what to look for and to modify a 
treatment schedule as needed. 

 
Take notes and check facts before agreeing to a program. 
• This crucial item was once tough to do. Now, it's relatively simple, given the wealth of 

information available at .edu sites on the Internet. 
• Search for combinations of plant name and pest name (a pest is an insect or disease). 
• Give preference to listed Extension bulletins over other sources. Read there for description 

of the strategies your care professional has proposed. 
• Call an Extension help line* with specific questions, such as, "I'm considering doing X. What 

other options are there for treating X plant that has X problem?" 
• Consult a second landscape care company. Compare recommendations. 
*Copy this URL to your browser to find Extension offices. www.csrees.usda.gov/Extension/ 

 
Right: When you learn to create wattle fence , it 
can make you appreciate twig art. (Fence at the 

Detroit Zoo, of red- and yellowtwig dogwood) 

 

Expert Gardener Afield: Twig 
sculptures 
 
The world is full of great gardens and 
even the widest ranging traveler can't 
see them all. Here's a chance to peek 
through expert eyes at a some things 
awaiting you, out there in our "field." 
 
 

Tip cuttings: Continued 
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Dear Janet & Steven, 
Here are the pictures of those 
BIG woven wood sculptures we 
talked about while we wove our 
wattle fences at the Detroit 
Zoo. They were on a college 
campus in Vermont in 2007 
where a family member was 
interviewing for a job. My 
grandson Charlie and I played in 
them and found birds nesting in 
the tops.  
  Shelley Welch 
 
Hi Shelley, 
Cool! And here's the one I told 
you about, from a tree house 
exhibit at the Minnesota 
Landscape Arboretum in 
Chanhassen, Minnesota in 2004. 
This giant tree hugger is a tree 
house. You entered via the 
forward hand, walked through 
the arm to circle the trunk of 
this grand oak, 
and stood on a 
platform to look 
out through the 
giant's eyes. We 
loved it -- and all 
32 other tree 
houses in the 
exhibit. We sure 
wish we could 
travel more! 
  
  
  
 Steven 

 
 
Shelley Welch is a Rochester Hills, Michigan gardener who also grows in Vermont and 
Colorado. 
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This week in our garden 
Grow with us! This week: 
 
Keep an eye peeled for plant eaters in tiny form, on plants just 
budding out. We watch whichever of our plants were plagued 
with troublemaking insects last year.* Most pests emerge as new 
growth begins on their host plants, so that's the critical time to act 
if control is necessary. 
 
Some plant-eating insects and mites make their debut from eggs 
left on the plant last summer or fall. Others, such as the sawfly 
example (below) come out as adults a few weeks before the plant 
wakes up from winter, their aim to lay eggs on the host plant. All 
are roused from their own 9- or 10 months "on hold" when their 
biologic clock absorbs the final hour of just the right amount of 
warmth, like a bucket filled drip by drip. It's exquisite timing that 
will release the hungry young on succulent new foliage. 
 
Catch the pest early to most effectively curtail the damage. Since 
adults are quite mobile and egg-encased young well protected, 
we aim at baby insects -- much easier targets and more fragile. 
We might cover the eggs with oil as they're about to split open so 
the young smother as they pass through that coating. Alternatively, we may release predators 
or apply an insecticide when 
most are out in the open. 
 
If our timing is even close to as 
good as theirs is, we win. 
 
*Not sure if your garden had any pest 

problems last year? Then your garden's 

probably just fine, full of normal, healthy, 

plant-pest relationships. That's a balance, 

in which some plants or plant parts get 

eaten, but the plant prevails. If you have 

not had big outbreaks or devastation then 

just stay the course of keeping your plants 

healthy enough to fight their own fights. 

They've had eons to work out fair trade 
agreements with their pests whereas we're 

amateurs, likely to cause more harm than 

good by stepping into the fray. 

 
We snagged this adult sawfly for I.D. this week (left, on Steven's fingertip), as it 

skittered and flew about a weeping white pine. Expected it to be a European pine 

sawfly (its needle munching larvae, above). Turns out it's a relatively new invader 

in our region, called pine false webworm. Yet old pest and new, one sawfly and 

another, the story's the same. There are sawflies specific to columbine, to larch, to 

pine, to oak and so on. They are not interchangeable because each insect can 

survive only on its appointed plant species. Yet their life cycles are so similar that 

we can easily modify and effectively employ tactics we learn to use against one, 

on others. 

Encore: "Wait and 
watch" is a viable 
option 
One more time: If you 
don't have to step into an 
ongoing ruckus between 
plant and pest, just don't 
do it. Don't fret over "it 
might be attacked." 
Understand that all 
plants have reserves 
sufficient to get them 
through at least one bad 
year, so you can simply 
watch and act after the 
attack for one or even 
two years. That's Ma 
Nature's speed, allowing 
natural  controls time to 
kick in and gear up. 
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When involved with pine sawflies we watch for a needle bestowed with eggs. In the case of European pine sawfly they will be 

eggs embedded in a neat line like tiny grains of yellowed rice. We can remove egg-laden needles -- reserving such a tedious 

chore for some tiny and very valuable plant! - but mostly we check egg sites every few days for newly hatched sawfly larvae. 

At first, they're tiny, but noticeable because they tend to congregate. We can zap them as we see them, so weak when so young 

that they're easy to kill with insecticidal soap or our preferred tactic -- a hard spray of water applied every day or two. The 

water may, or may not be rendered more effective by the psychic waves generated by a gardener cackling over how many 
insect-eaters are waiting to receive the young-uns when they hit the ground. 

 
 
********************** 
We're thinking ahead in flower garden color, even as we enjoy spring's rich hues. Where bulbs 
are blooming, we thin the seedlings of or sow seeds of hardy annuals which will gradually take 
the place of fading bulb foliage. Pot marigold (Calendula officinalis), love in a mist (Nigella 
damescena), garden balsam (Impatiens balsamea), and spider flower (Cleome hasslerana) are some 
that serve this purpose. 
 
 
********************** 
In bad weather, try to relax into preparation mode or fall-back work. One thing we do is dig 
around in the incredible treasure trove available from the USDA and State Ag schools' 
Extensions. We're long-time readers of and have even contributed to Michigan State University 
Extension's weekly "Crop Advisory Team (CAT) Alert" bulletins that summarize current 
problems and solutions. The "Landscape" edition covers trees, shrubs, flowers and lawns, 
"Fruit" covers fruit production problems, and vegetable troubles are in a "Field Crop" edition. 
 
Once available only as a paid, US-mailed subscription (even government services have to cover 
printing and mailing cost), they're all free on the Internet, now at  
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www.ipm.msu.edu/aboutcat.htm  
click on Landscape or Fruit or Vegetables to get to the latest articles posted for each. 
 
We can also start from www.ipm.msu.edu/landscape.htm and jump to: 
 

Perry's Perennial Pages from University of Vermont  
www.uvm.edu/%7Epass/perry/ 
 
the Morton Arboretum's plant advice pages 
www.mortonarb.org/tree-plant-advice.html 
 
Forestry Images (a joint USDA, Forest Service and ISA project) 
www.forestryimages.org/ 
 
Penn State's weed library 
http://extension.psu.edu/weeds 

 
And on, and on! 
 
 
********************** 
Stay off wet soil, including lawn. 
Maybe especially lawn, which is 
usually growing on soil even less 
well aerated than the garden, that 
much closer to being pushed over 
the edge by airless root conditions. 
 
It's not just water on the surface that 
counts. What affects plants is what 
fills the pore spaces from ground 
level to 18 inches down. So back off when you hear a squish underfoot or a sucking sound when 
you dig. Stay off until you can cup a handful of soil, squeeze it together, then open your hand to 
see that soil ball fall apart at a gentle poke. If it doesn't crumble readily -- show friability -- wait. 
 
Keep your mowing crew, lawn spray crew, window washers and everyone else off the soil, too, 
unless you can cover the ground with wide planks or issue snowshoes to workers. 
 
Soil compaction weakens plants. It can escape us later, the connection between a post-storm 
over-eagerness and plants that succumb readily to disease, host more aphids, fail to stand up 
without support, are poor in color or bloom or fruit... 
 
It also lasts unless we fix it. Think about this: Using thermal, near-infrared and microwave 
imagery, we map soil condition from space. From that far and across all these ages we can still 
"see" the Silk Road used between the Middle East and China in ancient times.* Traffic pressed it 
down and so it remains. 
 
*Copy this URL to your browser for more http://visibleearth.nasa.gov/view_rec.php?id=401 

Below: We can work 

cold, but not wet. There's 

no wimpiness involved, 

just wisdom. Even many 
years later the soil can 

bear the marks and pass 

on the debilities of soil 

packed down by foot, 

tire, and barrow support 

on a wet day. 
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Below: Where Janet's knee presses, air's being forced out of the soil. Her toe is digging in with even more pounds per square 

inch. If there is free water in that soil, it will be sucked in to any space where springy lignins in humus allow the soil it to pop 

back up. Roots in waterlogged soil can live only so long without air and then begin to die. Roots of oxygen-needy species like 

yew begin to die within 24 hours. 

 

The soil itself is in trouble from pressure plus water. Saturated by water and mashed by toes, knees, barrow tires, etc., the 
different-size soil particles -- sand, silt and clay -- separate. What were air crumb break down and form layers as heavy sand 

falls and tiny clay floats. It can take a long time for soil microorganisms and other forces to re-form healthy, mixed-media 

crumbs. an important, essential element required for 

this "flocculation" of soil? Air! 

 
 
********************** 
Fix ruts on lawn and garden by 
popping UP, not filling in. 
 
If you fill in over compressed soil you 
create a space like a pot with no drain 
holes. Lawn and other plants that root 
there will suffer not only the sogginess 
of poor drainage but drought, since lack 
of capillary action means water won't 
be drawn up from below as the surface 
dries. 
 
Insert a garden fork where wheels have sunk in. Lean back on the handle of the fork to lift the 
soil. Move a fork's width along the rut and repeat the action. Afterward, stay off the area until 
air, roots and organic matter infiltrate and stabilize that air-soil ratio. If you must fill, spread 
coarse builder's sand or compost over the rut before popping it up, so the filler drops down into 
the spaces you open. 
 
 

Green thumbs up to sorrel* (Rumex acetosa), another of the silver lining items in a spring 
that's long, cool, slow (and did we already say long?). If you have sorrel in your vegetable or 
herb garden don't miss that first and second cutting of leaves for salads or soup. Every tangy 
bite reminds us that when our kids were growing up we almost never got any because they 
plucked it walked the garden paths, crunching on what they had dubbed "lemon spinach." 
 
Green thumbs down to the insanity that takes us as we become truly anxious for spring. 
We're talking anxious in the classic definition involving "worry, unease, nervousness about an 
imminent event or something with an uncertain outcome." Along with others who not only love 
to garden but rely on it as a business, we feel like gnawing our own arm as spring delays and 
we shuffle our schedule yet again. A report we just received from a reader fits the pattern, too: 
there's this neighbor behaving in bizarre fashion, out in the rain digging channels to move water 
from that property to the reader's...** Our defense against crazed urges is to adopt and use a 
mantra. Try "succulent sorrel." About as good, a drawn out "Beeee-ay-yoo-ti-ful 
blooooooooodroot" (Still blooming, an all time longevity record!)  
*Copy this URL to your browser: http://nesfp.nutrition.tufts.edu/ethnic_crops/vegetable_details.php?veggieid=64 

** Can you check with a lawyer, S.S.?. It's likely that the law in your State prohibits draining one's lot to another's in 

unreasonable fashion. So if a neighbor alters drainage and that causes damage to your land or property, that neighbor is liable 

for the damage if the alteration was unreasonable. 
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Open to the lake, closed to prying eyes 
 
We're designing to achieve some privacy on a deck without losing the feeling of being in an 
open park. Here's what we have so far - your suggestions welcome! 

This lucky couple live on a 

lake, and love it. They also like 

the neighbors, but don't want 

to include them in every meal 

they eat out on the deck. 
 

Others must have felt the same 

way, and thought to screen out 
that house. (We won't point, 

that's rude. You must be able 

to tell which house it is.) we 

say this because of the 10' 

spruce trees the home's former 

owner planted. See them out at 

the edge of the property, in 

line between deck and that 

house front? 
 

Like many people, they thought of evergreens for a 

screen. However, pyramidal trees aren't so good for that 

job. Wide at the base and narrow at the top, by the time 

these trees are wide enough in the space 10-20' above 

ground where we need a block, their bottoms will be 

twice that wide and well onto the neighbor's lot. 

 
So let's erase the spruces and in that same spot draw in 

deciduous trees with broad crowns (and add hanging deck 

pots). Serviceberry (Amelanchier 

arborea, below left) or golden rain 

tree (Koelreuteria paniculata, below 

right) are the right size and shape, 

and would add flower color -- white in May or gold in 

July. Serviceberry has fragrance, fruit and fall color, 

too.  

 

They're the right size for the job (the blue bar in the 

service berry photo stands for a 6-foot person 

standing by that 20' clump of trees; a golden rain's 30'). 

Plus when just half grown they're putting all their growth 

into just the air space you need filled. They're see-thru 

in winter but that's not deck party season! 

 
Other trees you might consider are (left, top): European 

hornbeam (Carpinus betulus) and columnar English 

oak (Quercus robur 'Fastigiata'). Both are bigger and 

slower than the rain tree or serviceberry. Neither has 

significant bloom but both are better in the "year round" 

department since they hold their foliage through winter (as in top photo). 

 
Not a fast-enough answer? Turn the  page! 
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When you need an immediate screen, do something close to you where smaller objects block more of the view. How about a 

slatted screen made to match the deck, built up from a critical portion of the existing railing? Or a few cloth banners or stained 

glass windows suspended from a frame built in that same place? (One big difference between the slatted screen and the others 

could be the blocking of breezes.) 
 

 
 
 
 

Lots of options for blocking a view: stained glass, slats, antique windows, 

banners... Take some garden walks this year to gather ideas. 

 
In addition to screening, near and far, do more to pull the eye to the left, toward the water. Consider the island bed already out 

in the yard. (Below, left: We can point at this!) It's out in the yard where things to be seen from a deck should be -- far enough 

away to be seen over the railing. 

 

However, since that bed is not really big enough, and positioned just barely "above" the railing, it can look like a bump on the 

 railing more than a pleasant focal point.  

 

We're recommending that our client stretch out this bed, 

incorporating some hard structure and a path to create an 

even stronger visual attraction which "points" to the stretch 

of water least cluttered by docks and boat hoists. 

 

If the hard structure is a fence (again, to match the deck 

railing since both deck and bed are seen together from 

house or water) then the far end of the bed could be the 
vegetable garden this couple wants, protected from animals. 

The path could be punctuated by two carved wooden poles. 

 

The extended bed could curve to match the shore. Although 

there would still be 50 feet between its far end and the big 

spruce in the background, it would seem to connect to it, 

creating two "rooms" in this open yard, each of which could 

have slightly different aspect. That may come in handy 

(later!) when we tackle the issue of all that mowed lawn sluicing unclean run-off directly into the lake... 
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Who's Janet? Who's Steven? 
 
A professional gardener and educator since 1984, 
Janet Macunovich has been operating for twice that 
many years as "Practical Patty," a title bestowed by 
her Aunt Melrose. She's helped a great many people 
improve their gardens and their lives by sharing her 
experience and knowledge in understandable terms 
and practical tactics. When not writing this 
newsletter she's designing, planting and tending 

gardens through her business, Perennial Favorites. 

 
The guy with the dirty camera. Professional gardener and 
horticultural photographer Steven Nikkila is often on both ends of 
a "shoot" -- doing the garden work as well as capturing it for the 
enlightenment and enjoyment of others. He says a camera's worst 
enemies are water, sand and the camera owner. Like almost 
everything he includes in his photos, publications and gardens, 
that is based on personal experience. When you see his shots of 
gardens and gardeners at work, and hear his explanations how-to, 
keep in mind that he was peeling off gloves -- or muddying the 
camera! -- between every shot. Nikkila feels that, "doing the work 
myself that I describe in my articles and photos makes me better at 
teaching, writing and photography. Yet even after 20 years of 
doing this, I'm still lousy when it comes to keeping cameras clean!"  
 
Email questions to Janet or Steven at JMaxGarden@aol.com or call 248-681-7850. 
 
 

Where to catch Janet, Steven and friends in-person: 

 
Saturday, April 30: Janet's double-header in Saginaw, Michigan at Abele Greenhouses:  
Gardening on Clay Soil 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. How to work the soil and what to plant so you can 
reap the rewards of the richness of clay without breaking your back. 
and  
Hardy Hydrangeas 1:00 -2:30 p.m. For 
those coaxing blue hydrangeas to bloom 
in zone 5, perplexed about pruning 
hydrangeas, fighting the Annabelle 
hydrangea flop, and more. Abele's is on 
Wadsworth Road in the crook of the I-75 
/ I-675 elbow. $6 per session or $10 for 
both. To register, call 989-752-5625. 
 
Right: The native American fringe tree (Chionanthus 

virginicus), great small tree or large shrub even in clay 

soil. Meet Janet in Saginaw to learn about turning your 

clay soil into great gardens. 
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More chances to Garden by Janet and Steven - bring your gloves and tools! These two sessions 
are free. See page 20 for more about such sessions. 
 
May 7, Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to noon, Garden by Janet at the Detroit Zoo, in Huntington Woods, 
Woodward Avenue at I-696. Your chance to volunteer at the zoo in exchange for hands-on 
instruction in cutting back after winter, early season weed prevention, and pruning. To join 
Janet at the zoo, email mstgarden@yahoo.com with the subject line "I'll garden at the Zoo." 
 
May 28, Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to noon, again a Garden by Janet at the Detroit Zoo. Email 
mstgarden@yahoo.com with the subject line "I'll garden at the Zoo." 
 
May 11, Wednesday, 7:00 p.m. at Theodore 
Roosevelt High School, 540 Eureka Road in 
Wyandotte, Michigan the Wyandotte 
Beautification Commission presents Janet 
sharing her ideas for Best Foot Forward: 
Ideas for Entrance Gardens. $12.00. For 
more information at 
www.wyandotte.net/egov/apps/events/calendar. 
exe?path=03&search_timeframe=30&id=1098  
 

May 14, Saturday, 2:00 p.m., the Burr Oak 
Garden Club brings Janet to Burr Oak, 
Michigan (327 N. Third Street) to give 
pointers on Easy, Beautiful Landscapes. $8 
in advance, $10 at the door, call 269-489-
2230 for ticket information. 
 
May 17, Tuesday, 7:00 p.m. at the 
Plymouth Library, 223 S. Main Street in 
Plymouth, Michigan, Janet discusses the  
Garden of the Future. Free.  734-453-0750  
for information or to reserve a seat. 
 
May 21, Saturday, 10:00 a.m. at Four 
Seasons Garden Center in Oak Park, 
Michigan, 14471 West Eleven Mile Road, 
between Greenfield Road and Coolidge 
Road. Janet explains why to use more 
Fabulous Foliage this year. Free. Call 248-
543-4400 to reserve a seat.  
 
Time to Tend your pond! Right: Scott 

Bates, owner of Grass Roots Nursery, is one of the most 

knowledgeable water garden experts in the country. More 

than that, he makes you laugh as he explains "how to." At 

his nursery in New Boston, Michigan, Scott offers free 
weekend how-to sessions for pond owners. Check his 

website, grassrootsnursery.com or call 734-753-9200 for 

more information. 

Look at that pretty little fringe tree (Chionanthus virginicus), at 

just 15' tall it adds distinction to this yard without 

overwhelming it. How to decide what to plant and where is 

easier when you have an overall landscape plan -- Janet walks 
you through that design process on May 14 in Burr Oak. 

 

Don't design your back yard from the 

outside looking in. Design from your 

window looking out.   - Janet - 
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About Garden by Janet & Steven dates: 
 

Since gardeners are let-me-see people who 
learn best with hands-on, from time to time 
we list Garden by Janet & Steven sessions here 
to afford you that chance to grow. You visit 
us where we're working to watch or work as 
you choose. Generally, there is no charge and 
we're in one of two types of locations: 
 

1) At a garden we tend through our 
business, Perennial Favorites: Our clients 

understand our enthusiasm for teaching. Some open their 
gardens to small groups who want to see and practice "how 

to." When our work may be of interest to you, we invite you. 
 

2) In the Detroit Zoo, Adopt-A-Garden 
program where we're 23-year veterans. Many people have 

worked with us there, some for a day and others for years. 

You can check out this program by coming in as our student 

on a temporary pass. To join Janet at the Zoo, email 

mstgarden@gmail.com, subject line "Help at zoo." 

Janet, Steven, how does that website grow? 
It's our dream, an open library of our work where you can find what you 
need while we keep going forward (no repeats!) with this work we love... 
perhaps for another 30 years. 
 
It will have a live forum, so everything we discuss with any of you is 
available for all to see, and join in. We're planning webinars and video... 
We don't have a launch date yet but it will be this year, thanks to you. 
You've been adding your dollars to ours, so we've been able to keep 
design work going while we prepare the library and newsletter archives. 
 
Thank you to those who've given us a boost toward meeting the 
development and hosting costs. If you can help, too, send your 
donation, check payable to Janet Macunovich, to 120 Lorberta, 
Waterford, MI 48328. $20 is great, but every dollar is appreciated. 

Below: Our Donatelltale 

coneflower shows our 

website development 

progress and illustrates 

how much more we need 

for the website.  

 

When the flower's all blue, 

we're gold! 

Invite Janet or Steven or their expert friends to your club or community. 
We go where we're invited -- all over the country and then some over the past 20 years. We 
address many topics, drawing from our list of 100+ talks. We also meet groups' needs and 
expand our horizons by developing new material or "hybrids" from what we already have. 
 
Whether it's a how-to lesson for a garden club, a multi-part class for a small group, or a  
hands-on, on-site workshop, we're game!  
 
We can also connect you to one or a whole line-up of other experts who know how to explain 
how-to. So give us a call or send an email to make a date, request our list of classes and talks or 
get a referral. JMaxGarden@aol.com or 248-681-7850. 

Have Steven's photos for your walls -- 
perhaps this issue's fringe tree flower. He'll 
select, size, frame, matte, print on cloth or 
create greeting cards to your order. Prices vary 
based on the project. 
Describe your need 
and we'll assemble a custom 
sampler for you. 
 
Examples: 
Matted, framed,  
overall 11 x 15", $48 

 
36 x 48' no-fade  
cloth tapestry, $215 
 
JMaxGarden@aol.com 
248-681-7850 
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You asked for our advice "on paper". Here are our books and CDs: 
Designing Your Gardens and Landscape  
First published in 1990 as Easy Garden Design, a 150-page step-by-step recipe that's become a design classic. Janet 
developed, uses and has trained thousands of others to use this process. People say: "This is exactly the simple, clear 
approach I need!" This design process is applicable world-wide. 

Soft cover, spiral bound. B&W illustrations by Janet. $19.00 

Caring for Perennials  
Janet's unique approach to perennial care how-to, the real-time story of one bed from early spring to 
season's end. The 180 engaging and fact-filled pages make you part of all Janet does and you might 
ever need to do in each task's appropriate season and sequence. Includes a chart of what to do, when 

for 70 top perennials. Advice in this book is applicable in all of temperate U.S. and Canada. The perennial chart includes a 
key to adapt its timing for far southern or northern edges of that range. 

Soft cover book. Text by Janet Macunovich. Color illustrations by Steven Nikkila. $20.00 

Asking About Asters CD.  
A digital library of six years of Janet's work: weekly columns, newsletters and over 200 extra Q&A letters to individual 
gardeners. 1,681 questions answered about soil preparation, fertilizing, pruning, design, choosing plants, foiling bugs and 
much more. No repeated topics. Fully indexed; the entire collection can be searched from one index. 

1 CD in jewel case, Windows- and Mac compatible. $20.00 

Potting Up Perennials CD. New for 2011 
Practical, beautiful answers about perennials and all kinds of flowers, trees, shrubs, design, pruning and much more is in 
this collection of 2009 & 2011's What's Coming Up. Includes 101 issues with over 1,700 pages, 1,600 articles and 2,400 
images. Has a comprehensive index with how-to guide so you can search for any topic or detail in any of the 101 issues. 
Bonus on this CD: Steven Nikkila's Daydream Screen Saver, 74 of his most vivid works from gardens and nature. 

1 CD in jewel case, Windows- and Mac compatible. $20.00 

Janet & Steven's complete digital library New for 2011 
                          Set of two CDs: Asking About Asters and Potting Up Perennials. $30.00 

Janet and Steven give you: Trees* 
A choice collection of Janet and Steven's advice for tree selection, planting and care. Each article made its debut in 

Michigan Gardener magazine and has been on hold since, awaiting completion of its fellows until this 
comprehensive compilation became possible. Topics include: Selecting trees; fall color; what's happening to ash 
trees; replacing a big tree; descriptions, lists and photos of great trees; why starting small is a good idea when 
planting; planting how-to, why's and why not's; staking, watering and fertilizing; mulching; rescuing a tree from 
the lawn; preventing construction damage; pruning to keep trees and shrubs small; removing suckers; detecting 
girdling roots; and dealing with maple tar spot and lecanium scale.  
10" x 13" magazine, 48 pages. Color illustrations. $12.00 

Janet and Steven give you: Landscape Ideas* 
Janet and Steven's favorite articles on landscape design and renovation: Designing with foliage color; covering up 
after the bulb season; doubling up perennials for 3-season color; shady solutions; using usual plants in unusual 
ways; designing hypo-allergenic gardens; Murphy's Laws applied to gardens; renovation how-to; fragrant plants 
and designs; attracting wildlife; rockwork; invasive plants; discovering a site's hidden assets; using herbs in a 
landscape; and how to cheat to improve a garden quickly. These articles appeared first in Michigan Gardener 

magazine individually between 1999 and 2011. Now they're collected in this set for your design library. 

10" x 13" magazine, 48 pp. Color Ill.'s. $12.00 

Janet and Steven give you: Garden Care* 
Vital how-to for tending a garden, from Janet and Steven's favorite articles on: bed 
preparation; soil testing; making a weed-free bed; spring start-up; improving hard-packed soil; fertilizing; 
watering; cutting back and deadheading; repairing irrigation; drought-tolerant plants; sharpening tools; tweaking 
in summer; staking; and the art of fall garden clean up. Items in this collection were selected from among Janet 

and Steven's ten years of Michigan Gardener articles. Each made its debut in that magazine, waited for its 
companion pieces and now they all join your library in this more durable and comprehensive form. 

10" x 13" magazine, 48 pages. Color illustrations. $12.00 

Janet and Steven give you: Trees, Landscape Ideas and Garden Care * 
                                    Set of three 10" x 13" magazines, 48 pages each. $30.00 

 
                             *For a look inside, email JMaxGarden@aol.com with the subject line "Magazine peek." 
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Shipping and handling 

1-3 CDs $4 
1-3 Magazines or 1 set of 3   $6 
Each book $4 
Larger orders: Inquire via email 

     to JMaxGarden@aol.com 
Outside U.S.: Compute shipping 
     as above, then multiply x 1.5 

Please print, complete and mail this order form with your check to purchase any of our 
CDs, journals, books or discount sets: 
 
Your name:   

Mailing address   

   

Email or phone where we may reach you if there are questions:    

Special instructions (re: autograph you would like or delivery to different locations): 
   
 
CDs 

Asking About Asters Special Edition 6-book CD qty._____ @ $20.00 ea. =$________ 
Potting Up Perennials CD, all of What's Coming Up  
      from 2009-2011, with Daydream screen saver qty._____ @ $20.00 ea. =$________ 

Books 

Designing Your Gardens and Landscapes qty._____ @ $19.00 each =$________ 
Caring for Perennials qty._____ @ $20.00 each =$________ 

Magazines: 48-pages of our articles on one topic; full color, oversized pages, soft cover 
Janet and Steven give you: Trees qty._____ @ $12.00 each =$________ 
Janet and Steven give you: Landscape Ideas qty._____ @ $12.00 each =$________ 
Janet and Steven give you: Garden Care qty._____ @ $12.00 each =$________ 

Special discount sets: (save up to $6 over individual prices) 
Trees, Landscape Ideas and Garden Care  qty._____ set @ $30.00 = ________ 
Asking About Asters CD and Potting Up Perennials CD qty._____ set @ $30.00 =________ 

 
Total your order 

A. Total of items ordered above $________ 
 
B. Michigan residents must add 6% sales tax $________ 
 
C. Shipping and handling (See below)  $________ 
 

D. Grand total A+B+C  Total enclosed $________ 
  Make foreign checks "payable in U.S. funds" 
 Make checks payable to Janet Macunovich. 
 Mail to 120 Lorberta, Waterford, MI 48328-3041 
 

 
Satisfaction guaranteed: If you are not thoroughly delighted, you may 

return your order within thirty days of receipt for a full refund of your 

purchase price minus any shipping and handling. 
 
We accept orders by mail with check or money order, and in-person 

orders any time you come to one of our educational events or hands-
on gardening session. 

 

Still FREE: 

Our What's 

Coming Up  
e-newsletter.  
 

Pages and pages  

of timely 

garden how-to 

every week!  
 

Email JMaxGarden@aol.com to 
join the mailing list. 


