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What's Coming Up: 
Janet Macunovich and Steven Nikkila 
answer your growing concerns 
Issue #151, July 27, 2011 
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Mildew (here, on cucumber) can kill even before it reaches white-leaf stage, and it may be caused by dry conditions as well as 
wet. It is good to keep foliage dry to reduce fungal problems. Yet cucumber and others prone to such trouble may succumb 

more readily if the plant is drought stressed. Pages 1 - 3: Better to keep the soil moist in a vegetable garden. 

 

Watering for beginners, old-timers and everyone in between 

 
I'm a sub-novice and love my vegetable garden but need to know the best way to  
water it -- the simplest way, since I have little kids that keep me running.  
Should I water every day? Or a lot once in a while? - C - 
 
 
Being new to gardening is not a handicap. It is an eternal 
situation. If we're truly growing, we are perpetual novices. 
 
Even for the veteran, watering is a critical task, something 
simple but constantly changing. See Watering the vegetable 
garden (page 2) for our best advice. 

No occupation is so 

delightful to me as the 

culture of the earth... 

though an old man, I am 

but a young gardener.  
 

- Thomas Jefferson, in a letter 

to painter Charles W. Peale - 
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Watering the vegetable garden 
 
The objective: Keep a vegetable garden moist. Any water is better than none but best is to 
charge the soil with moisture and then top it up as needed. Most common crops do not fare well 
when watered heavily only at long intervals. 
 
Frequency: May be every day, might be less often. Varies with soil type, plant growth and 
weather. Sandy and well drained beds dry more quickly than clay and more slowly drained 
areas. Bigger plants with more leaves, and actively growing plants, take up and lose more water 
than few-leafed plants and aging plants. Warm, windy days take more moisture out of foliage 
and the soil. Mulched soil dries more slowly. 
 
When to water veggies: Feel the soil and water whenever the top inch becomes dry. Try to check 
in the morning rather than late in the day, since watering often follows right behind, yet any 
routine that leaves foliage moist through the night tends to favor fungal diseases. 
 
Best delivery method: To the base of each plant, in 
whatever way is easy for you. We like to use a 
water wand so we can either aim directly at a 
plant's base or rinse the plant, as we see the need. 
We also use long-necked wine bottles filled with 
water and jammed into the soil within the root 
zone, or leaky milk jugs (below; more on page 3). 
However, we sometimes set a sprinkler. After all, 

even though Ma Nature wets plants' 
leaves any old time, the world remains 
green and growing! 
 
How much water: Enough to last until 
the next watering. Get to know your soil, 
how much water you're putting on and 
how quickly your plants are likely to use 
that water. 
• Every garden has a different capacity 

for holding water -- sand tends to dry quickly, clay more slowly. After you've watered and 
then checked the soil by feel a few times, you'll learn if your garden dries in a day, or three, 
or a week.  

• Check the soil before and after watering. Poke your finger in two inches deep -- to the 
second knuckle. If it's warm from knuckle to tip, it's dry and probably needs water. After 
watering, if the soil feels cool two inches deep, you know a half-inch of water has soaked 
in there. Another way to measure water applied is to set a rain gauge or open-top, straight 
sided container in the bed and check how much its caught from your overhead sprinkler. 

• The average vegetable garden with airy, moist soil will use 1/8" - 1/4" of water per day. 
Adjust for young plants growing rapidly, which take up water more quickly. Very leafy 
plants in brisk wind and lots of sun lose more water through evaporation. 
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Many fruits and vegetables can develop cracks, bad spots and lose flavor if soil moisture is inconsistent -- wet one day, dry the 

next. To even out the water supply, fill a large, long-necked bottle with water, invert it and push its neck into the soil near the 

base of the plant. Or set a barely leaking jug next to the plant. 

 

Water will drip slowly from the bottle or jug, and a gallon of water may 

supply a tomato plant for almost a week if the soil is moist to begin with. 

Jugs and bottles work in gardens and in large containers. 
 
Left: Even though dry foliage is a good thing in general, a shower can do 

wonders for a plant that's dusty (a coating of dirt reduces the leaf's 

photosynthetic power) or could use help dislodging aphids and other pests. 

The aphids on this tomato leaf have little hope of return, once knocked to 

the ground. 
 

 

Unrestrained choice in container garden 

 
Just before gardening season last year, I moved to a 
condo where I have a 5 x 8 foot deck. All of my 
previous gardening was done on a 65 x 250 foot lot. I 
never did any containers except a few geraniums. 
Now I can only do containers. 
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The deck is on the second floor, with a southeastern 
exposure. I grew mostly petunias and geraniums last 
year until I could figure out the light patterns, etc. It 
turns out it is quite hot with only one corner in any 
shade. I am yearning to try something different. I was 
unable to keep three miniature rose bushes alive last 
year. They were totally done in, mostly by black spot. I 
really miss my roses. I also long for some variety. - A. - 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In that southeast exposure you will be able to grow any sun 
loving plant, including herbs, annual and perennial 
flowers, shrubs and trees. The trick is to recognize the 
differences between roots growing in an unlimited depth of 
soil and roots confined to a container. 
 
Use soilless mix in the pots -- packaged combinations of 

peat, bark, perlite or vermiculite, and sometimes sharp sand for weight. That's for its great 
drainage, since even the best loam from a garden does not drain well when confined to a 
container. Poor drainage causes stress, when plants' crowns are dry even while their root tips 
are mucky. Stressed plants, even those normally resistant to disease, become susceptible to 
every pest and fungus that comes along. 
 
Water carefully. Check each pot frequently until you know its water usage rate. Some pots 
need watering twice a day, others only every other day or less. Allow a pot in a southern 
exposure to run dry for even a few hours and roots die, from heat if not drought. Even the 
largest pot offers less than an inch of protection from changes in temperature. 

 
So, even though your roses' death certificates read "black 
spot," poor drainage and water stress were probably major 
contributors. Both can be overcome, even in a container. Try 
roses again, asking at the garden center or reading in catalogs 
about rose varieties that are resistant to black spot. 
 

While we're here: Black spot on a rose 
 

Lots of factors contribute to the environment, and 
environment's key to plant health. 
 
Left: Our long-time favorite miniature rose, 'Red Cascade' has never had black 

spot trouble before, but one of this type in our care is fighting that fungus this 

year. 
 

When we looked around to see, "Why? What's changed?" we realized that a 

weeping pine's gain accounts been this rose's trouble. 

The only limits to your garden are at 

the boundaries of your imagination.  
- Thomas Church, landscape architect - 
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Below: See the rose (arrow)? Its neighbor, a weeping red pine has 

grown so wide that it's overshadowing the rose, something it's never 

done before. In addition (right), the pine is now dense enough that it's 

blocking air flow through the rose's wrought iron support.  

 

Pruning and relocation will solve this problem, not fungicide. 

 
 
 

Plants in pots for the long term 

 
I have a large container garden. This is the third year for three dwarf Alberta spruce 
trees, 30 to 48 inches tall, growing in drainage-drilled plastic trash cans 18 inches across 
and two feet deep. There is also a purple plum shrub now six feet tall in a 17 x 30 inch 
can. How long can they thrive in this constricted environment? - K.C. - 
 
 
Forever, or as long as you want! Just keep protecting the pots from weather extremes in winter 
by insulating them and/or moving them 
into north side shade. Every year or two, 
slide the shrubs out of their pots and trim 
some roots -- slice off the very bottom of 
the root ball and make some vertical slits 
down the sides. Put some fresh soil mix in 
the bottom of the container, and return the 
trimmed ball to that pot. 
 
Containers let us garden where there is no soil. There are 

almost no limits on what you can do in a pot, for how 

long. The juniper and dwarf Alberta spruce in the 

foreground container can stay there just as long as you 

care to prune them. 
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Groundhogs abound 

 
We mentioned groundhogs in issue #150. It was just a passing remark regarding a totally 
(groundhog-) defoliated pepper plant that was sprouting new leaves. From it we reaped a 
bushel of groundhog stories: 

 
 
Re woodchucks: Tell people to try 
spraying with Plant Skydd.  It's 
messy but works. - J.G. - 
 
Just wanted to share what we've 

done with groundhogs that seems to work. It was a last resort after trapping, scaring, 
various repellents, and letting the dog patrol. We saved human waste in jars and poured it 
down his habitat hole. Seems to work! - R.J. - 
 

I have in my gardening classes for 
the last 9 years told my 
attendees that to take any kind 
of plastic vitamin or similar bottle 
and drill 3 tiny 1/8 inch holes in 
the bottom of the bottle and 
insert 3 moth balls, all nocturnal 
animals do not like it and also 
dogs and cats. - L.W. - 
 
A friend of mine has lots of 
woodchucks which he feeds and 
likes. His woodchucks ate the top 
of his mulberry tree 'til it was 
bald. He put chicken wire around 
the bottom of the tree and it put 
an end to the woodchucks' 
mulberry feasts. - S.R. - 

When to up-pot 
It's time to move a plant to a larger pot when you can't keep up with watering. A big plant in 
a small pot may use up all the water that pot can hold in a day or less.  
 
Another reason to up-pot is when it falls over frequently because the pot can't counterbalance 
the top of the plant. Trimming the top of the plant each time you clip the roots can stave off 
the toppling situation for many, many years. 

When I worked at the Belle Isle Conservatory, one 
came in and ate at least half (flower head only) of 
the chrysanthemum display. I guess we were lucky 
to be able to trap it with clover and grass from the 
lawn outside. - R.H. - 
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Tip cuttings: Growing on from what people are saying this week 

 
So much goes on in email exchanges between newsletters! We wish we could include it all. 
Excerpts: 
 
Slimy topic oozes into sight in wet warm weather 
...gross patches of orange-yellow on the mulch, like something threw up there! - D. - 
 

Slime mold is ugly but not to worry, it's just another player in the game of decomposition that 
saves us from becoming buried in dead plant and animal matter. Check it out on-line -- having 
the name will net you thousands if hits. We'd suggest: 
http://herbarium.usu.edu/fungi/FunFacts/slimemold.htm 

http://www.coopext.colostate.edu/TRA/PLANTS/slime.html 

 
Although we read that it's never a threat to a garden, we have seen some problems. Once, we 
saw that a fast-expanding slime mold had covered much of a tiny, carpet-form rock plant. When 
we rinsed it off we found that the plant's foliage was blackened, probably from heat trapped 
around it while it was covered. More often, we hear that alarmed gardeners have doused the 
icky stuff with everything from gasoline to bleach -- substances that can have terrible, long-
lasting effects on nearby plants and the soil. 
 
 
Test of slime-ishness 
     "...(to) tell the difference between slime mold and dog barf... Take your hand,  

     place it in the goo and stir it around. Come back in a couple of hours. If the  
     goo was an active slime mold, it will once again form a similar original shape...  

     dog barf will not." 
 
From Dr. Dave Roberts, plant pathology, in the July 9, 1993 Crop Advisory Team Alert, Michigan State University Extension 

Groundhog finale?  
I think your advice on having clover for the groundhogs is right. I've had groundhogs living 
around and in my yard for decades. Also, skunks and possums. I'm not sure how they all 
work out the territorial thing but I know I've accidentally captured all at various times 
when trying to trap feral cats. I catch, neuter and feed ferals, although it is not great 
for the bird population, which I also feed. It's so difficult working out the morally right 
thing to do but I think trapping and releasing wild critters to the "country" probably 
isn't good. These animals all have their territories and habits and I'm not sure they 
survive the moves. 
 
Anyway, I've watched the groundhogs, sometimes with their babies, happily munching on 
my lawn, which is probably at least 1/2 clover since I don't use any products on it. I've 
never had any plant damage from anything but insects and weather in the 22 years I've 
gardened here. - P.C. - 
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Going brocco-less! 
...this year our (broccoli) plants have lots 
of leaves, very healthy and beautiful, but 
NO flowers at all... - D.H. - 
 

Both day length and temperature cue 
broccoli to begin flowering. One common 
problem, bolting,  is when it goes too 
quickly through flowering to seed ...usually 
when the plants are planted late so have 
too few cool days to develop, or when the 
weather turns suddenly warm. 
 
We haven't seen the variation you describe -- no flower 
at all -- nor found its match in checking around. (Not 
yet!) What some growers suggest is that the weather was 
cool-cool-cool this spring -- no warm up as the days 
lengthened. Then, suddenly, it was quite hot. Your 
plants may have missed their cues entirely, and since 
they were still in leafy growth when the heat came, 
couldn't even bolt. They won't receive cues again until 
the short days and cool nights on the other end of 
summer, sometime after the third week of August. 
 
If you have room to keep the plants growing, will you 
email again and tell us what they do? 
 
 

If a spring set of broccoli produced only leaves, keep it growing and see if 

it falls into step with other kale plants set out for a fall crop, such as these 

cauliflower plants (right). A long, long row of them were set out July 23 
(see the gardeners 'way in the background?) at Mapleton Organic Farm in 

Moorefield, Ontario.  

www.mapletonsorganic.ca  

 

Fifteen-minutes of fame, slime mold style 
 
In 1933, a slime mold displayed at the Chicago World's Fair was billed as "Hair Growing on 
Wood -- Believe It or Not." (As mentioned in the July, 1981 National Geographic article The 
Fungus that Walks.) 
 
In 1973 on a slow news day, we heard about and made a note of slime mold. That was the 
day when a slime mold appearance in Dallas excited alarm because the expanding mold 
appeared to be climbing a telephone pole. Firefighters were called in to rescue the populace 
from the fearsome thing, and some reporters who picked up the report made headlines by 
speculating it was the start of an alien invasion... 
 

Millennia-long celebration of cabbage 
The species Brassica oleracea has been grown as 
food for thousands of years. During that time 
mankind's cultivated a great number of 
variations, from broccoli to Brussels sprouts 
and kale. With cabbage and kohlrabi, collard 
greens and cauliflower, they are all varieties of 
the same species, just as a collie and a Labrador 
retriever are variants within the species Canis 
familiaris.  
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Next to the cauliflower, itty bitty broccoli plants (right) had just 

emerged from a direct sowing. We didn't even recognize that as 

a planted row until we got really close to position the drip 

watering tape. Here, it's all set, hole-side down alongside the 

seedlings. Like the cauliflower sets, these plants should be large 

enough to form hefty clusters of flower buds as the days shorten 
and cool in September. 

 
Kale kayos scurvy 
Pound for pound, raw kale leaves have four 
times as much vitamin C as oranges or limes. 
 
 

More tip cuttings:  
Excerpts from our email exchanges 
 
Fruit thief caught red-handed, kind of 
 
...you mentioned purple bird poop as a sign 
that the birds in an area have been eating 
mulberries and might even be drunk from 
them. I'm here to tell you that mulberries 
make purple people poop, too. As a toddler my 
son was always finding a way to pluck 
mulberries from our tree and his diapers, well... - L - 
 

'Nuf said! 
 
 
Guarding a garden from  
visits by undesirable relatives 
 
...found this plant in my garden that I never saw 
before, with kind of pretty white-lilac flowers like 
little starfish. It's got nasty little prickles on it so 
I'm inclined to call it a weed and just get rid of it, 
but I do wonder what it is. - M.A. - 
 

Looks like horse nettle (Solanum carolinense) which is 
native in much of the continental U.S. and naturalized 
in eastern Canada. It's a running-root perennial that 
will come back from bits of rhizome so if you want to 
be rid of it, loosen the area all around it and coax out 
all the root. 
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Horse nettle is a member of the family Solanaceae, 
relative of tomato, potato and eggplant. It's not a 
wildflower you'd want to have around if you're 
battling diseases and pests of those plants in your 
garden. Even if you rotate your crops in order to deal 
starvation years to the fungi and insects that might 
otherwise build-up, that wild relative would be 
hanging around, harboring the family's troubles. 
 
Left: If horse nettle's flowers look like tomato or potato flowers to you, 

then you have the first key to identifying plant families, since flower 

structure is the link between relatives. 

More about plant families in Start of a great relationship (below).  

For more about horse nettle, copy one of these URLs to your browser: 

www.missouriplants.com/Whitealt/Solanum_carolinense_page.html 

http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=SOCA3 

 

Start of a great relationship: Know the family 
We've written before* about the importance of 
knowing a plant's family. For instance: 

• Asking About Asters, page 107 -- Crop rotation 
• What's Coming Up #7 --  
      How to read and get the most from plant scientific names  
• What's Coming Up #37 -- Vegetable crop rotation 
• How to Grow Chow chart: From our introductory vegetable gardening talks, a chart that    
      facilitates rotation. It groups vegetables by family and lists many of their edible-,  
      ornamental- and wild- relatives. (An excerpt from the chart is shown below.) 
 
*Most of these are in your hands if you have our first CD collection. The CD took its name, Asking About Asters from this first 

of the six books it contains. (To order our CD, see pages 25 & 26.) What's Coming Up issues #7 and #37 are also on that CD, 

as well as in the personal computer files of those who started reading us back in 2008, who we hope will share our work with 

friends.  

We send the How to Grow Chow chart out on request and will be including it on the website we're developing.  

 
 
 
If our How to Grow 

Chow chart looks useful 

to you, let us know to 
email it to you. 

JMaxGarden@aol.com. 

We will also be 

including it on the 

website we're 

developing. 

 
 
 
Even a tiny girdle can be a killer 
... when you pointed out the flattened part of the base of that young linden tree at the 
zoo garden. I was surprised at the small size of the root you found below the surface and 
cut out. I thought girdling roots that kept trunks from growing were bigger... - G. - 
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Girdles come in all sizes. They can be thin roots or thick, a loop of twine, wire from grower's 
root baskets and metal poles from fences, even a plant's own trunk. If it stops the woody plant 
from expanding in girth, it can kill the plant. 
We watch for uneven growth in a tree trunk 
and remove such obstructions. 
 
Multi-trunk trees are famous for self-destruction, and it's a 

sad thing because it usually doesn't happen until the tree has 

become large. It's the result of one trunk preventing another 

from enlarging, or two trunks pinching a third between 

them. It's essential to recognize the potential problem when 

the plant is small and prune to relieve the congestion or 

spread the trunks to separate them. If you don't, you'll 
eventually see trouble in the part of the tree's canopy that 

stems from the pinched trunk. Those limbs may slow in 

growth, their foliage may be smaller or discolored, pests 

may congregate 

on them, fall 

color may appear 

earlier there than 

on the rest of the 

plant, etc. If you 

overlook these 

early cries for 
help, that portion 

of the tree will 

probably decline 

over years and 

finally die back.  

 

Girdling killed 

part of this Japanese maple's crown. This year all of one trunk's upper branches died, 

drawing the attention of P.N., who lives nearby. That middle trunk (above, the one 

with the stub branch) was squeezed out. Typical of a girdling problem in its final 

year, the affected parts did leaf out, but then all their foliage collapsed and died. 
 

 

One last tip cutting:  
 
And here's one final tip cutting from recent email that is the perfect example of the value there 
will be in the web site we're developing. There, information we dig up for one questioner like 
this will be available to everyone who visits: 
 
All the world likes a sweet marsh mallow! 
Regarding an article in #150... I was curious if on further examination you think it’s 
possible it’s not Japanese Beetle damage on the hibiscus? A few years back my hibiscus 
were so awfully eaten and I corresponded with an expert on the topic (she’s an avid no 
sprayer). She thought the damage was caused by something called Abutilon Skeletonizer. I 
did find very small green “worms” on my leaves (mostly underside) and I noted not only the 
damage was similar but in your photo is possibly one of the little green “worms'”! Also the 
damage starts down low and works it’s way up where the beetles usually hit near the top. 



What's Up 151  Page 12 

All text plus photos not credited otherwise, ©2011 Janet Macunovich & Steven Nikkila JMaxGarden@aol.com 

My plants are also eaten before we start seeing Japanese beetles. What do you think? I 
seldom spray anyway but I love a good mystery! - J.K. - 
 

It's certainly possible that abutilon moth caterpillars were working on that or any hibiscus, 
although we did watch the Japanese beetles give that particular leaf the once over, before 
squashing them. 
 
Thanks for asking about the other critter in the photo. We discussed whether we should point it 
out, in an enlargement to be sure people could see it. We decided we were already late enough 
with that last issue and could let it go until reader feedback told us whether people could even 
see it in that photo... 
 
Probably the safest thing to say about damage on a Hibiscus or hollyhock leaf is that everyone is a 
suspect. The whole family is that sugary-sweet that it's enjoyed by deer, rabbits, insects, even 
people (see "More than just fluff..." on page 13). If the damage is hole-y and underway before 
Japanese beetle season, look for wormy creatures under the leaf and sort them out with a 
magnifier, an Internet search engine or entomology book and the likely pests' scientific names: 
Cosmophila erosa is abutilon moth, 
Atomacera decepta is hibiscus sawfly, and  
Neoptilia malvacearum is hollyhock skeletonizer. 
 
Or don't bother with distinction. For any soft-bodied, under-the-leaf culprit, forceful hosing, 
manual squooshing, soap or insecticide work equally well if applied early and often. 
 
Top, right: Here's the slug that caught J.K.'s attention on issue 
#150's chewed hibiscus leaf. We can understand how it could 

trip a gardener's caterpillar radar. (Our apologies, and please 

don't ascribe the poor image to Steven. It was Janet who took 

that photo -- she of too little patience to use anything but a 

low-res point-and-shoot camera that rarely produces anything 

worth enlarging...) 

 

Almost everything including deer, rabbits, caterpillars, 

beetles and sawflies love the mallow family (Hibiscus of all 

type including rose of Sharon, hollyhocks, okra, rose mallow 

and flowering maple/abutilon). The wormy things that most 

often mystify gardeners ("Something's making holes of the 

leaves but I can't find them!") blend into the leaf and most at 

least start on its underside as they chew holes into and 

eventually making lace of their host. Two are caterpillar-like 

sawflies (hollyhock skeletonizer is Neoptilia malvacearum 

and hibiscus sawfly is Atomacera decepta). One is a true 

caterpillar -- J.K.'s suspect, the larva of the abutilon moth, 
Cosmophila erosa. (This last is not such a pest in our home 

range that it is in Southern States, thank goodness). All three 

are green and their legs are evident when viewed this close. 

The abutilon moth larva, at an eventual 1.5 inches, is more 

than three times the size of the others. 

 

Bottom right: Drawing of Cosmophila erosa (abutilon moth) 

from 1913's The Abutilon Moth by Frank Hurlbut 

Chittenden of the Brooklyn Institute's Entomological 

Department. For more information copy the following URL to 

your browser: 
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http://books.google.com/books?id=fWspAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA3&lpg=PA3&dq=abutilon+moth&source=bl&ots=BzzLyJiwvd

&sig=NHOcEnaIuCTOP2mlmv1FSWfwQhQ&hl=en&ei=21Y0TsOfCuqLsQLUlOiGCw&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&r

esnum=1&ved=0CBgQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=false 

 

Photos of hibiscus sawfly (Atomacera decepta) from (left) the State of 

Connecticut's Agricultural Experiment Station and (below) from Steven's 
collection. More info at 

http://ipm.ncsu.edu/current_ipm/97PestNews/97News11/ornament.html  

and from North Carolina State University Extension at  

http://www.ct.gov/caes/cwp/view.asp?a=2823&q=377734 

 

 
 

Below, right: Photo of hollyhock skeletonizer (Neoptilia malvacearum) from Ohio State University. More info at  

http://bygl.osu.edu/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=945:bygl-june-09-2011&catid=1:latest-

news&Itemid=74#3 

 

 

More than just fluff:  
Marsh mallow 
 
From Webster's International 
Dictionary: 
1. A perennial herb (Althaea officinalis) of the 

mallow family, native to south and central Europe, 

north Africa and western Asia and naturalized in the 

eastern U.S. Has a dense velvety pubescence, ovate 

leaves and pink racemose flowers, and produces a 

mucilaginous root sometimes used in confectionery 

and in medicine. 

2. A confection in the form of a sweetened paste 

made from the root of the marshmallow or from corn 

syrup, sugar, albumen, and gelatin beaten to a light spongy consistency. 

 

From Culpepper's Color Herbal: 
An emollient and soothing agent which has a relaxing effect on the body's internal passages. It is mainly used for inflammation 

and irritation of the alimentary canal, urinary and respiratory organs. It is available from herbalists as a fluid extract, tincture or 

concentrated decoction or syrup... 
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Culpepper's Color Herbal, 1983, Sterling Publishing; based on a landmark book, The Complete Herbal, which was written in 

1649 by Nicholas Culpepper to make medicinal information formerly available only in Latin, useful for the common people) 

 
From Plants For a Future, explaining mallow's non-confectionary culinary uses: 
http://www.pfaf.org/user/Plant.aspx?LatinName=Althaea+officinalis 

Kudos to this organization, which seeks to provide information on ecologically sustainable horticulture and promote a high 

diversity of plants suitable for growing outdoors in a temperate climate. 

 
From the USDA Plants Database, including identification aids and naturalized range for marsh 
mallow: 
http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=ALOF2 

We've said it before and will say it again, that there's a great deal of valuable information from the USDA at the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, Plants Database, plants.usda.gov 

 
 

Alone in the Garden? Never! Our mentors will always be with us:  

 
Most of us had a parent, neighbor or other veteran gardener to guide us through our first 
attempts to grow. The gardening advice they gave us may include facts that took many years to 
develop and generations to confirm and tweak.  
 
People who spent a lifetime growing large quantities of a one 
or two crops may have had 30, 40, or 50 chances to watch 
those plants. That was 30 - 50 times to judge which did better 
and worse and what variables influenced them. Even so, 
several human generations might pass before a given cause 
and effect might be repeated and also noticed. 
 
Today in a garden we grow dozens of different plants. We 
have so much to watch and change the mix so frequently that 
we may miss many cause-effect connections. We also are not 
so driven to learn in the way people were when what they 
grew was vital for seeing the family through winter. 
 
So, we're glad the old farmers and grannies kept diaries, paid 
heed to what their elders passed along, and passed it on to us. 
 
Is there pass-along gardening wisdom in your hands now? Want to pay homage to all those 
generations of effort? Tell others about it, and send it to us. We'll also pass along all we can.  
 

 

Green thumbs up to lightweight Fiberglas and plastic pots, 
perfect for deck and rooftop gardens... and for our backs. Many 
are dead ringers for stone and metal and so stylish they redefine 
"plastic". 
 
Green thumbs down to people who raise the grade in their 
yard, shunting water onto adjacent lots. It's rude and almost 

always illegal to change a finished grade, and also cheaper and more effective in the long run to 
install drain tiles. 

I'm doing the three 

sisters thing -- corn, 

bean and squash grown 

together. I think the 

Indians who figured out 

this combination 

probably didn't just let 

them alone to grow. I 

have to keep the beans 

trimmed a little so they 

don't shade out the 

corn leaves and make 

the stalk crooked.  
                 - Phil Gigliotti - 
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This week in our garden 
Grow with us! This week: 
 
We're hip-deep into "if it's brown, cut it down" season. Brown is a distracting color, even 
vaguely distressing. Better to look at empty space than leave distraction and distress to ruin 
high summer's show of bloom. 
 
This week, we clipped fading old fashioned bleeding hearts and wood poppies, bloomed-out 
daisies, fungus-blotched geraniums and peonies, and lots more perennials. Many of them we 
cut off right at ground level. Are we worried they'll die? Not really. Most we know from 
previous experience, will grow back. Those that are new to us reveal their intentions in the form 
of growth buds already forming at the base of their stems or just below the soil line. We look for 
them and if they're there, have no fear. 
Below: Peony's got badly spotted foliage? Cut it back. That controls a fungus problem, while leaving already-formed buds 

(white) to produce next year's stems in due course. 

 
********************** 
 
Deadhead! Just about every perennial 
flowering plant will bloom a bit longer if its 
first flowers are removed before seed pods 
develop. This includes clematis vines. 
 
********************** 

 
Take off the entire flower when you 
deadhead. People who pull wilting petals from 
petunias are often surprised to learn that 
they've left the seed pod in place to develop. 
 
This often means clipping off the whole 
flowering stalk, which is hard for many people 
as it can look like this will remove most of the 
plant. Do it! The foliage on that flowering stalk 
was giving pretty much all of its sun-produced 
starch to its own developing seed pods, not to 
the rest of the plant. 
 

As seeds develop, growth slows in other parts of the plant 

we'd like to see grow. Ripening seed also produces hormones 

that suppress new flower production. So don't just remove 

petals of spent flowers. Clip off whole flowers and their 

stalks.  

Right: This petunia's ready to have a whole flowering branch 

removed, at the arrow. Alternatively, clip off every seed pod. 
(Tedious!) Then, flowering will continue, but only at the 

stalks' tip; the whole structure often becomes gangly. 
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More, this week in our garden 
 
Remember our feathered friends as we cut back and deadhead. If we can leave ripening seed 
for them, we do it. 
 
We often let perennials in out-of-the-way areas go to seed so birds can feast there. Where things 
must be more neat, we can have that, and some bird-seed, too. We cut and bundle those stalks 
and hang them, flower-top down, from a fence or tree limb. Moisture in the stems drains down 
to help the still-living tops keep developing. As green turns to brown, at least some of the seed 
finishes ripening. Goldfinches and others come to hang on the bundles and pick out the seeds. 
 
The bird-friendly garden may look a bit shaggier than one clipped clean. We can review it, 
starting now, toward a redesign that shifts seed-bearing plants from center stage to the "wings." 
It's worth it to see a garden alive with birds as seeds become snacks. 
 
If you garden "for the birds", remember this now and let their favorite seeds develop. Members of the daisy/aster/sunflower 

family rate high on birds' lists. The list includes Coreopsis, globe thistle (Echinops), coneflowers (Echinacea and Rudbeckia 

species), Cosmos, Aster, Celosia, and many others. In our own garden (below, left) the local goldfinch crew spends a lot of 

time in late August and September 

at the seed heads of prairie dock 

(Silphium terebinthinaceum), a 

type of perennial sunflower. If we 

must tidy the prairie dock area we 

can cut the stems, even while 
they're as green as you see them in 

this picture, hang them upside 

down in sun, and they will finish 

ripening some seed. 

 

Below: Pokeweed berries 

(Phytolacca americana) are 

another bird magnet. 

 

 

I live in the country. We've always had lots of birds but I 
never had the cedar wax wings here, like now since we 

started letting some of the pokeweed grow and go to 

seed.   
- Celia Ryker,  

garden designer specializing in designs that encourage wildlife - 
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Still working, this week in our garden 
 
Prevent grub trouble where it's been a problem in the past. Lawn growing on a hot, sunny 
slope or dry sandy spot that couldn't stand up to being grazed by grubs before, can benefit from 
our help now as the next generation of beetle grubs is about to hatch in the soil. Grubs are easier 
to kill at this stage than at any other time of their lives. Even better, what we do now can kill 
them before they do any damage to the turf -- much better than killing them in spring and 
repairing the lawn! 
 
Apply grub control insecticide if you wish. Spread it only in those places where you've 
confirmed grub damage.  
 
We prefer to employ grub-eating nematodes.* 
 
Water well to insure effectiveness for either of these approaches. Insecticide must be dissolved 
to spread throughout the grub zone, and nematodes require moisture to live, move around and 
hunt in the soil. 
*More information at http://turf.lib.msu.edu/2000s/2007/070326.pdf 

Two sources for nematodes to use in grub control: 

arbico-organics.com 

gardensalive.com 

For others, search the internet using the term beneficial nematodes or predatory nematodes  

 
 
Related news: D.B. wondered about this best time for grub control because, "We have recently 
had mole troubles and...want to do something about the grubs..." 
 
Sorry to say, D.B., that you shouldn't hold out hope for mole control via grub control. Moles eat 
many kinds of insects, and worms, too. You can't, and would be unwise to try to, kill everything 
in the soil. Mole traps remain the best tactic. 
 
********************** 
 
Save a tree by moving things 
off its root zone if they don't 
absolutely have to be there. 
 
For whatever reason, the 
shady spaces under a tree 
attract "stuff." Yet it's 
important to prevent the soil 
from being compressed 
there, since that reduces the 
amount of oxygen flowing to 
roots. Depriving roots of 
oxygen causes damage that 
can be far more devastating 
than injury to a tree's trunk. 
The roots die and the tree           Do trees give off  "Put it here!" vibrations appealing to people with stuff in hand? 



What's Up 151  Page 18 

All text plus photos not credited otherwise, ©2011 Janet Macunovich & Steven Nikkila JMaxGarden@aol.com 

declines or dies, in a process that may take years so that many people never connect the cause 
and consequence. 
 
The root zone is everywhere under and just beyond the spread of the tree's branches. Tell 
workers who want to store supplies or park equipment under trees on job site to walk a few 
extra steps and stack that stuff on the pavement! 
 

********************** 
 
Divide irises. They're fast growers that multiply quickly and bloom less well as they become 
crowded, so frequent division is a good idea. To do that now is ideal because it's also a time 
when we can also do a lot to control their worst problem: soft rot. 
 
Dig the plants. Discard the oldest parts. Feel the rhizomes and cut away all soft and damaged 
parts. Keep only what's clean and sound. 
 
As we cut, we look for the iris borers whose chewing brings the soft rot into the rhizomes. 
They're easy to spot -- fat caterpillars that are nowhere in the world right now except inside iris 
roots. They're sitting ducks. Kill one -- you can toss them out to the robins! -- and you may cut 
next year's borer population by dozens. 
 
Finally, we clean away bacterial rot resting bodies. Before replanting iris root pieces, leave 
them in the drying sun for a day or two, or rinse them in weak bleach-water solution. 

 
Left: When we divide bearded iris, we want to 

replant only sound, healthy tissue such as the 

rhizome at far left. We cut out soft spots 

(arrow a, and in the image at lower left) where 

rot bacteria have taken hold, and damaged 

sections (b) where borer chewing has left the 

tissue open to infection. Along the way we 
look for and kill the borers (c and below). 

 
********************** 
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Ah, now I real-eyes: It's a plum! 
 
Some garden situations seem to be pure aggravation, yet may reveal valuable information or an 
alternate reality. Here, we present that perspective. 
 
Purple leaf plum trees such as 'Newport' and 'Thundercloud' are 
so common that we take them for granted. Seeing a small tree 
with maroon foliage, we say, "It's just a purple leaf plum," and 
walk by. 
 
Until the midsummer day when we feel the telltale slip of fruit 
underfoot, look up and say, "Ah yes, it's a plum!" We had to clean 
our shoes but learned another place to collect edible fruit. Tasty 
fruit, too! 

 
 

Left: Purple leaf plum trees (Prunus cerasifera 

varieties') often get attention for their two-tone foliage. 

The new growth often emerges bronze or even green, 
then matures to a purple which itself may fade in 

summer's heat. 

They are not often noticed or grown for fruit, yet they 

do bear fruit, and it's tasty stuff! 

 

Below: River birches (Betula nigra) in our neck of the 

woods are more often a chlorotic yellow than healthy 

green. So the left-side river birch of this cluster stood 

out, even at 45 mph. 
 

 
 

The 45mph garden 
 
You can put a gardener behind the wheel but 
you can't take the flowers out of his eyes. 
Look at what's catching driver's eyes and 
raising questions this week. 
 
Gardeners read leaf color as an indicator of 
plant health. If we see a tree that should be 
dark green sporting pale green or yellow 
leaves, we look for problems related to 
water, nutrients, root damage or sucking insects. 
 
Yet off-color foliage can become the norm when a species that's not well suited to a region is 
used, anyway. That's the case with pin oak in the Midwest's alkaline soils and river birch in arid 
sites. Then, it's green leaves that may stop and make us take note. 
 
 

"(Prunus cerasifera) 
cultivars are extensively 
over-used... there is 
something about a 
purple-leaved beast that 
excites people to spend 
money." 
-Michael Dirr, in 
Manual of Woody 
Landscape Plants - 
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That was the case here, where Steven turned around and went back to see what conditions 
might be in effect that could make one of a group of river birches (Betula nigra) so much darker 

green than the rest. His conclusion: It might be getting more 
water than the others, but that's only a guess until we can go 
back and watch those sprinklers run! 
 
Left: A 

relatively 

healthy river 

birch leaf. 

 

Right: Chlorotic 

river birch 
leaves tell us to 

look for a 

problem, such as 

inadequate 

water, nutrients, 

or root space. 

 

 

 

 

 

Who's Janet? Who's 
Steven? 
 
Horticultural photographer 
Steven Nikkila was a hobbyist 
with a great eye who went back 
to college for a photography 
degree once he ushered his 
own children into grade school. 
Needing an elective one 
semester and thinking to bring 
home good information for his 
wife's gardening business, he 
took a class in ornamental 
horticulture and found himself hooked. Soon the leaps and bounds he'd captured on film as his 
children grew had rivals in files of leaf and ground. He went on to earn a degree in horticulture, 
while illustrating his wife's books and lending a hand digging gardens. He calls it, "A great 
combination," and says, "I love this job almost as much as the best one I ever had -- raising my 
kids." 
 
Janet's a lady who gets a lot of mileage out of a garden. That's how Macunovich was once 
described by a client of her business, Perennial Favorites. "I love what you plant for me, Janet," 
she explained. "I think I get to know the plants pretty well. Then you come here with your 
stories about the plants and why something is growing a certain way. I love it, it's like you open 
up windows I didn't know were there." Janet brings the same depth and enthusiasm to books 
and articles she writes, classes she teaches and practical how-to materials she develops. 
 
Email questions to Janet or Steven at JMaxGarden@aol.com or call 248-681-7850. 
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You're true blue... 
and so is our 
coneflower! 
The yellow coneflower we used 

as a donation telltale has turned 

all-blue. Thank you - we've paid 

the design and programming 

bills and will shortly be 

proofing and learning to operate 

all the component parts of the 

site. 

 
Donations always welcome 
 
You helped us pay for the expert help we 
need to insure that our soon-to-launch 
website will be clean, easy to use and 
secure. Now the project's back on our 
desks, and we pick up our labor of love 
to load and run the site. We plan to keep 
our site ad-free, so we will always accept 
donations. Send donations, check 
payable to Janet Macunovich, to  

    120 Lorberta, Waterford, MI 48328. 
 

Invite Janet or Steven or their expert friends to your club or community. 
We go where we're invited! That's taken us all over the country and then some over the past 20 
years. We address many topics, drawing from our list of 100+ talks. We also continue to meet 
groups' needs and expand our horizons with new 
material and "hybrids" from our basic 100. 
 
So, whether it's... 
• a how-to lesson for a garden club meeting,  
• a hands-on workshop at a site of your choosing or  
• a multi-part class for a small group, 
...we're game!  
 
We can also connect you to one or a whole line-up of 
other experts who know how to explain how-to. So give 
us a call or send an email to make a date, request our list 
of classes and talks or get a referral. 
JMaxGarden@aol.com or 248-681-7850. Our calendars 
fill about a year in advance for spring weekends, and six months ahead for most other times. 
 
Steven Nikkila and Janet Macunovich (above, Janet leads a hands-on pruning workshop) have been digging, shooting and 

teaching how-to for 22 years. They began producing conferences in the '90s and ran a gardening school for 12 years, featuring 

expert instructors who knew their stuff in a garden as well as knowing how to get their messages across in front of a group. 

 

Where to catch Janet and Steven in-person: 
 
Wednesday, August 3, 7-9 p.m. August Garden Magic. This talk in Belleville, Michigan is Janet's  
round-up of what can shine in a garden in August and how you can make great changes even in 
high summer. At the Belleville Area District Library, 167 Fourth Street. For more information or 
to reserve a seat call 734-699-3291. 
 
Saturday, August 6, Madison Area Master Gardeners conference. Talks by ten speakers, 
including Janet, who describes Landscape Ideas, Before -After. In Madison, Wisconsin at the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel Open to all gardeners. For more information contact Ann Munson at the 
Dane County UW-Extension office at (608) 224-372 or munson@countyofdane.com, or register 
by going to the conference website  http://www.mamgawi.org/2011wimgaconference.htm 
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Tuesday, August 16, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Garden Rooms and Structures: Creating outdoor rooms 
and entrance areas with plants and hardscaping. This talk by Janet in Novi, Michigan at 
Tollgate Farm (28115 Meadowbrook Road at Twelve Mile Road) is sponsored by Michigan State 
University Extension in Oakland County in cooperation with the Tollgate Garden Volunteers. 
$20. Contact Linda at 248-858-0887 or smithlin@oakgov.com for more information about this 
and other classes in the Evening in the Garden series. Mail-in registration required; print a 
registration form from www.oakgov.com/msu/assets/docs/brochures/2011_eitg.pdf 
 

Chances to Garden by Janet and Steven -- observe or try your hand. These sessions are free but 
require registration. Here's the what, where and when. See page 23 for more about the why and 
how of such sessions. 
 
Thursday, August 18, 9 a.m. - noon, Garden by Janet & Steven in Waterford, Michigan. The 
objective this session is transplanting and pruning Japanese maples. Come to observe or to pitch 
in with any work and learn by hands-on. This is a free, limited-size workshop. Call or email 
Janet & Steven to register; we'll provide you then with the address and directions. Provide a 
telephone number in your email or when you call. JMaxGarden@aol.com, 248-681-7850.  
 
Friday, August 19, 9 a.m. - noon, Garden by Janet & Steven in Rochester Hills, Michigan. The 
objective this session is pruning to reduce the size of a crabapple. Come to observe or to pitch in 
with any work and learn by hands-on. This is a free, limited-size workshop. Call or email Janet 
& Steven to register; we'll provide you then with the address and directions. Provide a 
telephone number in your email or when you call. JMaxGarden@aol.com, 248-681-7850.  
 
Friday, August 19, 6-8 p.m., Garden by Janet & Steven in 
Dearborn Heights, Michigan. The objective this session is pruning 
to reduce the size of a weeping white pine, star magnolia and 
other woody plants. Come to observe or to pitch in with any 
work and learn by hands-on. This is a free, limited-size 
workshop. Call or email Janet & Steven to register; we'll provide 
you then with the address and directions. Provide a telephone 
number in your email or when you call. JMaxGarden@aol.com, 
248-681-7850.  
 
Saturday, August 20, 9-11 a.m. and noon - 2 p.m., Garden by 
Janet & Steven in the northwest Detroit metro area. The objective 
is pruning a Japanese maple to keep it small. Come to observe or 
to pitch in with any work and learn by hands-on. This is a free, 
limited-size workshop. Call or email Janet & Steven to register, 
and to learn the address. Provide a telephone number in your 
email or when you call. JMaxGarden@aol.com, 248-681-7850.  
 
Monday, August 22, 8-10 a.m., Garden by Janet & Steven in West Bloomfield, Michigan. The 
objective this session is pruning a full size yew tree to maintain its size and natural appearance. 
Come to observe or to pitch in with any work and learn by hands-on. This is a free, limited-size 
workshop. Call or email Janet & Steven to register, and to learn the address. Provide a telephone 
number in your email or when you call. JMaxGarden@aol.com, 248-681-7850.  
 
Friday, August 26, 9-11 a.m., Garden by Janet & Steven in Hartland, Michigan. The objectives 
this session is laying out a garden and determining what to do for a young tree that won't 
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"take." Observe, or to pitch in with any work and learn by hands-on. This is a free, limited-size 
workshop. Call or email Janet & Steven to register, and to learn the address. Provide a telephone 
number in your email or when you call. JMaxGarden@aol.com, 248-681-7850. 
 
Saturday, August 27, 8 - 11 a.m., Garden by Janet & Steven at the Detroit Zoo, Huntington 
Woods, MI, Woodward Avenue at I-696. Your chance to volunteer at the zoo in exchange for 
Janet's & Steven's hands-on instruction in perennial garden renovation, division and 
transplanting. For instructions how to join us, send an email to mstgarden@gmail.com with the 
subject line "I'll volunteer at the Zoo." 
 
Thursday, September 29, 5:30 p.m., Garden by Janet & Steven in Macomb Township, Michigan, 
to diagnose and determine what to do for an ailing shade tree. Come to observe or to pitch in 
with any work and learn by hands-on. This is a free, limited-size workshop. Call or email Janet 
& Steven to register, and to learn the address. Provide a telephone number in your email or 
when you call. JMaxGarden@aol.com, 248-681-7850. 
 
Friday, September 9, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Propagation workshop, presented by the Kent county 
Michigan State University Extension in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Janet shows you how to and 
gives you hands-on training for making more perennials. Contact Brenda at the Kent County 
Extension, 616-336-7734 or Brenda.Angelo@kentcountymi.gov, or watch this space for 
registration information. 
 
Saturday, September 24, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Fall Gardening Extravaganza, presented by the 
Michigan State University Alpine Master Gardeners in Gaylord, Michigan. Janet and Steven 
guide you through Visualizing Changes to a Garden or Landscape, and then provide you with 
ideas for your own landscape makeover in Trees and Shrubs for Small Spaces, Favorite Plants 
and Combinations, and Fabulous Foliage. At the Otsego Club Resort and Conference Center. 
For more information call Dee Burau 989-732-2527 or obtain a registration packet at 
http://www.otsego.org/amg/Trifold_idea_1d.1[1].pdf 
 
The Garden by Janet & Steven series: 
 
You and we are let-me-see, hands-on people. That's how we learn best. So from time to time we 
schedule Garden by Janet & Steven sessions and list them in this newsletter to afford you that 
kind of chance to grow. You visit us in a garden to either watch or work with us (below, this group 

put hands-on to move a tree). Generally, there is no charge and we're in one of two kinds of locations: 
 
1) At the gardens we tend through our business, 
Perennial Favorites: Our clients understand our 
enthusiasm for teaching. Some open their gardens to small 
groups who want to see and practice "how to." When the 
work we're scheduled to do may be of interest to you, we 
invite you in. 
 
2) In the Detroit Zoo, Adopt-A-Garden program where 
we're 22-year veterans. Many people have worked with us 
there, some for a day and others for years. We have fun, 
we learn, we accomplish much. You can check out this program by coming in as my student on 
a temporary pass. To join us at the Zoo, email mstgarden@gmail.com with the subject line of 
your email "Help at zoo." 
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Time to garden your walls... 

 
Steven's decorated many walls with great garden and Nature images. He 

can help you do the same with photos 
that capture the garden beauty you 
love, framed or on canvas to your 
specifications. 
 
You can purchase hard copies or high-
resolution versions of any of Steven's 
images you see in What's Coming Up.* 
Or name a flower, type of scene or hue 
in mind you can request that dream. 
His library includes tens of thousands of plants and natural 
images. Email us at JMaxGarden@aol.com for details, to 
request a sampler or 
to place an order. 
 
 
 
Prices for Steven's 
garden art vary with 
your wishes in format 
and size. Examples: 
 

Matted, framed, overall 11 x 15", $48 
 

36 x 48' no-fade cloth tapestry, $215 

 
Describe your dream image or color to Steven at 
JMaxGarden@aol.com. He'll send you a photo sampler 
and price list. 

 

*Images in our newsletter are 

depicted in low- resolution to 

facilitate e-mail transmission. 

Steven's originals and art created 

from them are full resolution, with 
so much clear detail they are sharp 

even as wall-size cloth banners. 
 

 
morning glory 
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 You asked for our advice "on paper". We wrote and sell these books plus CDs: 
Designing Your Gardens and Landscape  
First published in 1990 as Easy Garden Design, a 150-page step-by-step recipe that's become a design classic. Janet 
developed, uses and has trained thousands of others to use this process. People say: "This is exactly the simple, clear 
approach I need!" This design process is applicable world-wide. 

Soft cover, spiral bound. B&W illustrations by Janet. $19.00 

Caring for Perennials  
Janet's unique approach to perennial care how-to, the real-time story of one bed from early spring to 
season's end. The 180 engaging and fact-filled pages make you part of all Janet does and you might 
ever need to do in each task's appropriate season and sequence. Includes a chart of what to do, when 

for 70 top perennials. Advice in this book is applicable in all of temperate U.S. and Canada. The perennial chart includes a 
key to adapt its timing for far southern or northern edges of that range. 

Soft cover book. Text by Janet Macunovich. Color illustrations by Steven Nikkila. $20.00 

Asking About Asters CD.  
A digital library of six years of Janet's work: weekly columns, newsletters and over 200 extra Q&A letters to individual 
gardeners. 1,681 questions answered about soil preparation, fertilizing, pruning, design, choosing plants, foiling bugs and 
much more. No repeated topics. Fully indexed; the entire collection can be searched from one index. 

1 CD in jewel case, Windows- and Mac compatible. $20.00 

Potting Up Perennials CD. New for 2011 
Practical, beautiful answers about perennials and all kinds of flowers, trees, shrubs, design, pruning and much more is in 
this collection of 2009 & 2011's What's Coming Up. Includes 101 issues with over 1,700 pages, 1,600 articles and 2,400 
images. Has a comprehensive index with how-to guide so you can search for any topic or detail in any of the 101 issues. 
Bonus on this CD: Steven Nikkila's Daydream Screen Saver, 74 of his most vivid works from gardens and nature. 

1 CD in jewel case, Windows- and Mac compatible. $20.00 

Janet & Steven's complete digital library New for 2011 
                          Set of two CDs: Asking About Asters and Potting Up Perennials. $30.00 

Janet and Steven give you: Trees* 
A choice collection of Janet and Steven's advice for tree selection, planting and care. Each article made its debut in 

Michigan Gardener magazine and has been on hold since, awaiting completion of its fellows until this 
comprehensive compilation became possible. Topics include: Selecting trees; fall color; what's happening to ash 
trees; replacing a big tree; descriptions, lists and photos of great trees; why starting small is a good idea when 
planting; planting how-to, why's and why not's; staking, watering and fertilizing; mulching; rescuing a tree from 
the lawn; preventing construction damage; pruning to keep trees and shrubs small; removing suckers; detecting 
girdling roots; and dealing with maple tar spot and lecanium scale.  
10" x 13" magazine, 48 pages. Color illustrations. $12.00 

Janet and Steven give you: Landscape Ideas* 
Janet and Steven's favorite articles on landscape design and renovation: Designing with foliage color; covering up after 
the bulb season; doubling up perennials for 3-season color; shady solutions; using usual plants in unusual ways; 
designing hypo-allergenic gardens; Murphy's Laws applied to gardens; renovation how-to; fragrant plants and designs; 
attracting wildlife; rockwork; invasive plants; discovering a site's hidden assets; using herbs in a landscape; and how to 
cheat to improve a garden quickly. These articles appeared first in Michigan Gardener magazine individually between 
1999 and 2011. Now they're collected in this set for your design library. 

10" x 13" magazine, 48 pp. Color Ill.'s. $12.00 

Janet and Steven give you: Garden Care* 
Vital how-to for tending a garden, from Janet and Steven's favorite articles on: bed 
preparation; soil testing; making a weed-free bed; spring start-up; improving hard-packed soil; fertilizing; 
watering; cutting back and deadheading; repairing irrigation; drought-tolerant plants; sharpening tools; tweaking in 
summer; staking; and the art of fall garden clean up. Items in this collection were selected from among Janet and 

Steven's ten years of Michigan Gardener articles. Each made its debut in that magazine, waited for its companion 
pieces and now they all join your library in this more durable and comprehensive form. 

10" x 13" magazine, 48 pages. Color illustrations. $12.00 

Janet and Steven give you: Trees, Landscape Ideas and Garden Care * 
                                    Set of three 10" x 13" magazines, 48 pages each. $30.00 

 
                             *For a look inside, email JMaxGarden@aol.com with the subject line "Magazine peek." 
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Shipping and handling 

1-3 CDs $4 
1-3 Magazines or 1 set of 3   $6 
Each book $4 
Larger orders: Inquire via email 

     to JMaxGarden@aol.com 
Outside U.S.: Compute shipping 
     as above, then multiply x 1.5 

Please print, complete and mail this order form with your check to purchase any of our 
CDs, journals, books or discount sets: 
 
Your name:   

Mailing address   

   

Email or phone where we may reach you if there are questions:    

Special instructions (re: autograph you would like or delivery to different locations): 
   
 
CDs 

Asking About Asters Special Edition 6-book CD qty._____ @ $20.00 ea. =$________ 
Potting Up Perennials CD, all of What's Coming Up  
      from 2009-2011, with Daydream screen saver qty._____ @ $20.00 ea. =$________ 

Books 

Designing Your Gardens and Landscapes qty._____ @ $19.00 each =$________ 
Caring for Perennials qty._____ @ $20.00 each =$________ 

Magazines: 48-pages of our articles on one topic; full color, oversized pages, soft cover 
Janet and Steven give you: Trees qty._____ @ $12.00 each =$________ 
Janet and Steven give you: Landscape Ideas qty._____ @ $12.00 each =$________ 
Janet and Steven give you: Garden Care qty._____ @ $12.00 each =$________ 

Special discount sets: (save up to $6 over individual prices) 
Trees, Landscape Ideas and Garden Care  qty._____ set @ $30.00 = ________ 
Asking About Asters CD and Potting Up Perennials CD qty._____ set @ $30.00 =________ 

 
Total your order 

A. Total of items ordered above $________ 
 
B. Michigan residents must add 6% sales tax $________ 
 
C. Shipping and handling (See below)  $________ 
 

D. Grand total A+B+C  Total enclosed $________ 
  Make foreign checks "payable in U.S. funds" 
 Make checks payable to Janet Macunovich. 
 Mail to 120 Lorberta, Waterford, MI 48328-3041 
 

 
Satisfaction guaranteed: If you are not thoroughly delighted, you may 

return your order within thirty days of receipt for a full refund of your 

purchase price minus any shipping and handling. 
 
We accept orders by mail with check or money order, and in-person 

orders any time you come to one of our educational events or hands-
on gardening session. 
 

Still FREE: 

Our What's 

Coming Up  
e-newsletter.  
 

Pages and pages  

of timely 

garden how-to 

every week!  
 

Email JMaxGarden@aol.com to 
join the mailing list. 


